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Writing Centre Resources 
 

 One-to-One Peer Tutoring 

 Writers’ Groups  

 Workshops and Seminars 

 Online Resources 

 



RWC Events 
 UL’s One Campus One Book: 

o Encourages students and staff to read the same book and  

 talk to one another about it during the academic year.  

 

How I Write, Ireland: 
o Invites students to interviews which enquire into  

 how authors write. 

o Provides recording of past interviews. 

 

Essay Writing Competition: 
o Run by the RWC for secondary school students. 

 



* Go to our website at http://www.ul.ie/rwc/  

* Click on “Book A Session With A Peer Tutor” on the right hand-side 

of the page 

* Log in and click on a white box for an appointment that suits you   
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How to Book an Appointment 
 

http://www.ul.ie/rwc/


Essay Writing 

Workshop 1 

Íde O’Sullivan, Lawrence Cleary  

Regional Writing Centre 

www.ul.ie/rwc  

 

http://www.ul.ie/rwc


Plan of workshops 

Wednesday 12.00 to 13.00 or 15.00 to 16.00, C1-

067  

 Workshop 1: Understanding the assignment. 

Planning and organising your writing 

assignments  

 Workshop 2: Structuring your writing 

assignments  

 Workshop 3: Citing and referencing: reporting 

the work of others in your writing assignments   

 Workshop 4: Revising and editing your writing 

assignments  



Key stages in the writing 

process 

Drafting 

Revision 
Editing and  

proofreading 

Prewriting 



Prewriting  

 Planning 

 Evaluating the rhetorical situation, or context, into 

which you write 

 Understanding the assignment and the 

instructions 

 Choosing and focusing your topic 

 Establishing an organising principle 

 Gathering information 

 Entering the discourse on your topic 

 Research and note-taking 

 Evaluating sources 

 Planning and organising your essay 



Analysing and understanding 

the assignment question 

1. Analyse the components of the assignment 
question. 

2. If the assignment question is not in an 
interrogative form, convert it into a question 
you can answer (What question(s) need be 
answered in order to satisfy the 
requirements of this assignment?). 

3. Think about the assignment question in 
relation to the rhetorical situation.  



Analysing and understanding the 

assignment question: the 

rhetorical situation 
[From Writing From A to Z, (Ebest et al., 2005: 6)], 

Ask yourself: 

 Writer:  

 What have I already read or written that is similar 

to this assignment?  

 Occasion:  

 What is the context for this writing?  

 Audience:  

 Who am I writing for? 

 Topic:  

 What do I know about this topic? 

 Purpose:  

 Why am I writing? 



The components of the 

assignment question 

1. Identify the topic. 

2. Ask yourself if the question is asking you to 
limit your conversation to a certain aspect 
of the topic. 

3. Identify the instruction. (Most assignments 
contain an instruction word such as 
‘discuss’, ‘compare’, ‘analyse’, or ‘explain’.)  

4. Ascertain if the professor is asking you to 
write from a particular point of view. 

5. Identify any assignment words that restrict, 
or expand on, your subject. 



Analysing and understanding 

the assignment question 

 Example: ‘Explain Chomsky’s idea of 

Universal Grammar (UG).’ 

1. Topic: ‘Universal Grammar’ 

2. Instruction: ‘Explain’ 

3. Aspect: ‘Chomsky’s idea of’ 

4. Restriction or expansion: none 

5. Viewpoint: none 



Analysing and understanding 

the assignment question 

Think of an assignment question as an invitation to 

participate in the discourse already taking place in the 

community that shares in your academic interests. 

•  Recall that you have joined an already on-going 

conversation.  

•  Think about the particular conversations already 

taking place with respect to both your topic and 

the particular aspect of your topic that you have 

been asked to write about. 

 



Analysing and understanding 

the assignment question 

 Keep in mind the assignment question, 
any questions you need to answer in order 
to answer the assignment question, and 
the instruction word as you plan your 
essay. 

 From beginning to end, the point of order 
is the initial question, claim or hypothesis. 

 Do not “write down all you know about…” 



Researching the essay 

 Deciding on appropriate resources for 
research: 

 What questions do we need to answer 
before we can answer the assignment 
question? 

 Where is the best place to source the 
answers to those questions? 

 What do we need to know in order to 
answer this question? 



Researching the essay:  
Asking the question questions 

 Example: Our assignment question asks us 
to discuss a statement in R. Trask’s 
Language—The Basics, p. 60:  

 ‘[L]anguage provides a powerful way of 
maintaining and demonstrating group 
membership.’ 

 What do we need to know in order to answer 
this question? 

 What questions do we need to answer before 
we can answer the assignment question? 

 Hint: Keep in mind the instruction word.  



Researching the essay:  
Asking the question questions 

Possible Answers: 

 What does Trask mean by ‘language’? …by ‘group 
membership’? 

 How does Trask back up this claim that ‘language’ 
helps to ‘maintain and demonstrate’ this group 
membership? In other words, what detailed 
supportive information, such as facts and 
examples, does he use to argue his case? 

 Does Trask hint at any arguments against his 
claim? 

 What are some of the arguments against his 
claim?  

 This sounds like sociolinguistics. Who else have I 
read that has spoken on this issue?  



Researching the essay:  

Finding the answers 
 Where would I look for the answer to the first 

three questions?  

 Context: Finding Trask’s reference: 

The source of the quote: Find the reference 
on the University of Limerick’s Library 
catalogue.  

 Where would I find the answer to the fourth 
question? 

 Try a keyword search: 

Search ‘Speech communities’ 

 Search ‘Socio-linguistics’ 

Search ‘language and identity’ 

 



Researching the essay 

 Try a database search: 

 Choose a database from the library 
database search page 

Library website 
 What other sources are available to you? 

 Primary sources 

 Secondary sources 
 UL Library Quick-start Tutorials Library 

website 

http://www2.ul.ie/web/WWW/Services/Library
http://www3.ul.ie/~library/GLIS/html/index.htm
http://www3.ul.ie/~library/GLIS/html/index.htm


Reading and note-taking 

 Reading in detail 

 Reading critically 

 Selecting and note-taking 

 Distinguish between your words and the 
words of the author 

 Paraphrasing, summarising, and 
synthesising 

 Documenting Sources: 
 Record the author’s name, the title of the book, 

chapter, article, etc., the date of publication, the 
place of publication, and the page(s) on which the 
borrowed information is found. 



Reporting the work of 

others 

 Making use of the ideas of other people is 
one of the most important aspects of 
academic writing because  

 it shows awareness of other people’s work; 

 it shows that you can use their ideas and 
findings; 

 it shows you have read and understood the 
material you are reading; 

 it shows where your contribution fits in; 

 it supports the points you are making. 

      (Gillet 2012) 



Planning and organising 

your essay 

 Keep in mind the assignment question, any 
questions you need to answer in order to 
answer the assignment question, and the 
instruction word as you plan your essay. 

 From beginning to end, the point of order is 
the initial question, claim or hypothesis. 

 Do not “write down all you know about…” 

 The essay must have a clear structure - it 
should not be a Magical Mystery Tour! 



Planning and organising 

your essay 

 Instruction words in the assignment question 
often indicate the method of development 
which ‘will influence or even determine how 
you organize your paper’ (Ebest et al., 1997: 
13). 

 If your instructions were to compare or 
contrast, or to show the cause or effect of 
something, then your method of development 
is set, and how you organise your paper is 
largely determined by those methods of 
organisation normally used to illuminate or 
explain something . uefap.com 

http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm
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Resources 

 Regional Writing Centre, UL 

http://www.ul.ie/rwc/ 

 Using English for Academic Purposes: 

www.uefap.com/writing 

 Purdue Online Writing Lab: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

 The Writing Center at the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/  
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