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Writing Centre Resources 
 

 One-to-One Peer Tutoring 

 Writers’ Groups  

 Workshops and Seminars 

 Online Resources 

 Writers’ Space 

 



RWC Events 
 UL’s One Campus One Book: 

o Encourages students and staff to read the same book and  

 talk to one another about it during the academic year.  

 

How I Write, Ireland: 
o Invites students to interviews which enquire into  

 how authors write. 

o Provides recording of past interviews. 

 

Essay Writing Competition: 
o Run by the RWC for secondary school students. 

 



* Go to our website at http://www.ul.ie/rwc/  

* Click on “Book A Session With A Peer Tutor” on the right hand-side 

of the page 

* Log in and click on a white box for an appointment that suits you   
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How to Book an Appointment 
 

http://www.ul.ie/rwc/


Academic Writing Workshop 4: 

Using evidence to support 

your argument 

Íde O’Sullivan and Lawrence Cleary 

Regional Writing Centre 

www.ul.ie/rwc  

 

http://www.ul.ie/rwc


Academic-writing Workshops 

Tuesday 13.00–14.00, Weeks 5 to 8 

Graduate Attributes Hub 
 

 Strategies to develop your writing 

 Analysing the assignment title and developing 

a plan 

 Developing and organising your argument; 

effective thesis statements and arguments 

 Using evidence to support your argument 
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Outline 

 Evaluating/choosing appropriate 

evidence 

 Ethos: establishing credibility 

 Selecting and framing evidence 

 Types of evidence 

 Reporting the work of others 
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Example 

According to Marks et al. (2005) physical activity 

reduces your risk of chronic diseases like cancer and 

heart disease. Research shows that many Irish people 

do not get enough exercise. The SLAN report explains 

that 55% of Irish people are physically active. The 

SLAN survey states that older people have less 

physical activity than younger people (2007). Ellis et al. 

(2007) in their study say that people with disabilities 

have less physical activity. Physical activity is also 

known to help mental wellbeing. The aforementioned 

survey also discusses that women are more likely to be 

inactive. 

(Extract taken from Maguire, Delahunt, and Everitt-Reynolds 2011) 
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Rewritten example 

Physical activity is known to reduce the risk of chronic 

diseases such as cancer and cardiovascular disease (Marks 

et al., 2005). Regular physical activity is also associated with 

improved psychological wellbeing (Biddle & Ekkekakis, 

2005). Evidence suggests that many people do not meet the 

recommendations for physical activity (Marks et al., 2005). 

The 2007 SLAN survey found that just over half of Irish 

adults were physically active (Morgan et al. 2009). Levels of 

physical activity are associated with demographic factors. 

For example levels of physical activity are lower among 

women, older people (Morgan et al., 2009) and those with 

disabilities (Ellis et al., 2007). 

(Extract taken from Maguire, Delahunt, and Everitt-Reynolds 2011) 
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Evaluating/choosing 

appropriate evidence 

 What types of evidence are 

appropriate/important in your discipline? 

 Critically analyse information sources:  

 Author, date of publication, publisher, title 

of journal 

 Content, audience, reasoning, coverage, 

style, evaluative reviews 

 Focus your reading – read critically 

 Do not only describe evidence; evaluate and 

interpret it also. 
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The Rhetorical Triangle  

12 

Message 
LOGOS 

Audience 
PATHOS 

Writer/speaker 
ETHOS 



The Rhetorical Triangle 

LOGOS 

 How can I make the argument internally consistent and 
logical? 

 How can I find the best reasons and support them with the 
best evidence? 

ETHOS 

 How can I present myself effectively? 

 How can I enhance my credibility and trustworthiness? 

PATHOS 

 How can I make the reader open to my message? How 
can I best appeal to my reader’s values and interests?  

 How can I engage my reader emotionally and 
imaginatively? 

(Rammage, Bean and Johnson 2007:76) 
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STAR Criteria 

 Sufficiency: Is there enough evidence? 

 Typicality: Is the chosen evidence 

representative and typical? 

 Accuracy: Is the evidence accurate and up-

to-date? 

 Relevance: Is the evidence relevant to the 

claim? 

(Fulkerson, cited in Rammage et al. 2007:110) 
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STAR Criteria: Sufficiency 

 Is there enough evidence? 

 What factors will determine how much 

evidence it too little/too much? 

 What is the effect of having too little 

evidence? 

 What is the effect of having too much 

evidence? 

 How can you guard against having too 

little or too much evidence? 
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ETHOS: The appeal to 

credibility 

 […] the writer’s credibility determines the 

effectiveness of the argument” (Ebest et 

al. 2005: 262). 

 Be knowledgeable about your issue 

 Be fair (in your treatment of alternative 

views 

 Build a bridge to your audience (grounding 

your argument in shared values and 

assumptions) 
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Ethos: Credibility and 

trustworthiness 

 How can I enhance my credibility and 

trustworthiness? 

 Can the reader trust the sources that you 

are using? 

 Can the reader be sure that you are not 

coming to hasty conclusions? 

 Can the reader trust that you are using the 

most accurate and up-to date evidences 

that you can find? 

 Can the reader have faith in the accuracy 

of the data being presented? 17 



Types of evidence 

 Primary research/ Field research 

 

 Secondary research 
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Types of evidence 

 Observations 

 Field research 

 Surveys 

 Questionnaires 

 Interviews 

 Experiments 

 Testimonies 

 Cases 

 Facts 

 Examples 

 Hypothetical examples 

 Statistics 

 Personal experiences 
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What are some of 
the strengths and 
limitations of these 
kinds of research? 



Selecting and framing 

evidence 
Rhetorical effects 

 The way you select and frame evidence 

depends on your purpose. 

 They way you select and frame evidence will 

be influenced by your beliefs, values and 

assumptions.  

 The way you select and frame evidence will 

limit and control what your audience reads.  

 The way you select and frame evidence will 

influence how you move your audience 

towards you angle of vision. 20 



Selecting and framing 

evidence 
 How much space will you give to supporting and 

contrary evidence? 

 How much contextual and interpretative 
comments will you add when presenting data? 

 Where will you place the contrary evidence? Will 
you put it in subordinate positions; for example, 
will the contrary evidence appear in the main 
clause or in a subordinate clause? 

 Although mosh pit accidents are rare, the 
danger to the city of multimillion-dollar 
liability lawsuits means that the city should 
nevertheless ban them for reasons of 
fiscal prudence.” 
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Selecting and framing 

evidence 

 Will you focus on lots of facts/statistics or will 
you focus on a detailed case?  

 What kind of influence does the way you label 
and name data have on your reader’s response 
to your data? 

 What type of influence does your use of imagery 
have on the reader’s response to your data? 

 How will you present numbers and statistical 
data? (raw numbers or percentages, median 
versus mean)  

(Rammage et al. 2007:118-120) 
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Selecting and framing 

evidence 

 Attributive tags (shaping the reader’s 

response to a source) 

 What types of attributive tags can you 

think of? 

 What influence have these on the reader?  

 What types of tags enhance credibility? 

 What types of tags decrease credibility? 
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Selecting and framing 

evidence 

 Using evidence ethically 

 Using evidence responsibly 

 Using evidence persuasively 
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