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Introductory Message 
 

Dear applicant, 

Thank you for your interest in the Math for STEM Certificate 2023-24. This guide aims to 

provide you with some information on the Math for STEM Certificate programme, and how 

to make your application.  

 

The application will open on Friday, 20th January 2023. The closing date for submission of 

completed applications to the Mature Student Office at the University of Limerick is Monday, 

17th July 2023.  

 

If you have any questions about the programme or the application process, please do not 

hesitate to contact us at mso@ul.ie.   

  

Yours sincerely,   

Shirley Ryan 

Mature Student Officer            

 

 

 

mailto:mso@ul.ie.  
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Math for STEM Certificate  
Leading to QQI Math for STEM Level 5 Special Purpose Award (5S2246) 

 

What is the Math for STEM Certificate?  
 

This one-year, part-time programme is offered by Limerick and Clare Education and Training 

Board’s College of Further Education and Training in collaboration with the University of 

Limerick (UL). It is designed for learners who wish to improve their competency and 

knowledge in mathematics, particularly related to work or study in the Sciences, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) disciplines.  

 

Why choose a career in STEM?  
 

Ireland’s Expert Group on Future Skills Needs1 has identified several occupations which are in 

high demand, representing emerging skills and/or difficult-to-fill roles, and many of these are 

in STEM areas. Examples of such occupations include data analysts/scientists, quality control 

specialists, and process engineers. Undertaking study in any of the STEM disciplines, 

therefore, can lead to job opportunities in a wide range of areas, as employment in STEM-

related sectors is expected to continue to rise for several years. If you wish to take a closer 

look at career opportunities in STEM, log on to www.smartfutures.ie 

 

You can also read more about the Irish skills market post- Covid in the SOLAS “Shifting Sands” 

report. 

Who can apply?  
 

The course is aimed primarily at mature-age learners (aged 22 or over by 1st January 2023). 

Non-mature learners who wish to improve their mathematical competency are also welcome 

to apply. Non-mature age applicants must be aged 16+, have left full-time education, and 

must meet the minimum mathematics entry requirements for this programme.  

 

The Math for STEM Certificate is recognised by UL as equivalent to Higher Level Leaving 

Certificate Mathematics (HLLCM) to meet the minimum entry Math requirement, for 

mature applicants, to certain degree programmes. It is also a specified component award 

within several QQI major awards recognised by UL for entry to some Teacher Education and 

Science and Engineering degree courses. Further details on QQI awards. 

A Merit in the Math for STEM Certificate is deemed equivalent to an H4 in HLLCM, while a 

Distinction is deemed equivalent to an H3.  

 
 

http://www.smartfutures.ie/
https://www.solas.ie/f/70398/x/376c4b5fb4/shifting-sands.pdf
https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/sites/academicregistry/files/user_media/pdfs/QQI%20Booklet%20%5B2021%5D.pdf
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What is the course content?  

The course content is set out in the Award Specification for the QQI Math for STEM Award 

(5S2246). The following mathematical topics are covered:  

1. Mathematical Proficiency  

2. Number  

3. Set Theory and Logic  

4. Algebra  

5. Functions and Calculus  

6. Geometry and Trigonometry  

7. Probability and Statistics  

 

How do I progress to a full-time degree programme?  
 

All mature-age participants in this course who wish to progress to a degree programme in UL 

for September 2022 are required to apply via the CAO by 1st February 2022. It is important 

to be aware that achievement of the minimum required grade in the Math for STEM 

Certificate does not guarantee participants a place on a relevant degree programme. 

Participants will still be assessed on a competitive basis, per normal process, for all mature 

applicants to UL. Further details on mature student application assessments.  

If deemed an eligible mature student applicant, course participants may be made a 

conditional offer of a place on a degree course, dependent upon their final result in the Math 

for STEM Certificate. Participants may be ranked by merit for places on the relevant 

programmes, depending on the number of applicants and mature student places available.  

All non-mature age participants in this course who wish to progress to a degree programme 

in UL for September 2023 are required to apply via the CAO by 1st February 2023. You must 

apply as a Leaving Certificate applicant or as a QQI applicant and must have met the minimum 

points and subject requirements specified for the course to which you are applying, as well 

as the specified grade in the Math for STEM Certificate, to be considered for a place.  

 

  

https://qsearch.qqi.ie/WebPart/AwardDetails?awardCode=5S2246
https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/prospective-students/applying-UL/mature-students
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Mature Student Access Certificate (MSAC) and Math for STEM 

Certificate  
 

I am applying for the Mature Student Access Certificate (MSAC) and wish to register for the 

Math for STEM Certificate to achieve the Math level required for entry to my chosen degree 

course. Do I need to make a separate application for the Math for STEM Certificate?  

 

You don’t need to make a full application for the Math for STEM Certificate. You can indicate 

in the first section of the application form that you wish to be assessed for your place on the 

Math for STEM Certificate via your MSAC application. If you are offered a place on the MSAC 

and accept this place, you will automatically be included on the application list for the Math 

for STEM Certificate and will receive separate communication on how to register for that 

course.  

When do classes run?  

The Math for STEM Certificate course will be delivered via a mix of online and in-classroom 

sessions.  

Students will have face-to-face classes/live online on Wednesday evenings 6.00 pm – 8.00 pm 

at the University of Limerick Access Campus, Roxboro. In addition to the 2-hour classes on 

Wednesday evenings, students will engage in a minimum of 3 hours of self-directed learning. 

 

The programme will run from Monday, 11th September 2023, to Saturday, 20th May 2024. 

 

What are the entry requirements?  
 

• Mature-age applicants must be aged 22 years or older by 1st January 2023.  

• Non-mature applicants must be 16+ by 1st January 2023, have left full-time education, 

and meet the minimum entry mathematics requirement set out below.  

• Minimum entry mathematics requirement: Distinction in a QQI / FETAC Math award 

at Level 4 or a Pass in Ordinary Level Leaving Certificate Mathematics. Equivalent 

qualifications and/or other mathematical experience may be recognised for mature-

age applicants only.  

• Good IT skills and good English language skills.  

• International Protection applicants must provide a copy of their labour market 

permission letter from the Department of Justice and Equality to be considered 

eligible applicants for this programme. 

 

Short-listing for places may apply, depending on the total number of applications received. Where 

demand is high, priority for places on the programme will go to mature-age and MSAC applicants. 
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How do I apply?  

For your application to be considered complete, you must submit the following: 

• Complete the online application form. 

• Submit any relevant supporting documentation as part of your application. 

 

The closing date for applications is Monday, 17th July 2023.  

Eligible applicants may be invited for an interview if deemed helpful to the application assessment 

process.  

 

What does the course cost?  
 

• €300 per year payable in two instalments of €150 at the commencement of each semester.  

OR 

• €100 per annum payable in two installments of €50 at the commencement of each semester if you 

are a Dependent of a person who receives:  

o a qualifying Social Welfare payment  

o a Medical Card holder  

o on a Jobs Initiative  

o on a Community Employment Scheme  
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Section 2: Making an application 

  
The Math for STEM Certificate Application can be accessed by CLICKING HERE 

 

Alternatively, please copy & paste the link below into your browser: 

https://unioflimerick.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ebT84Lctt2eq56u 

 

Sections on the Math for STEM Certificate Application Form (Hosted via Qualtrics).   

 

Section 1 

Introduction to Math for STEM   

 

Section 2 

Name and Mature Student Access Certificate declaration 

 

Section 3 

Personal Details 

 

Section 4 

Education Qualifications 

 

Section 5 

Employment, Benefits, Allowances and other 

 

Section 6 

Additional Information 

 

Section 7 

Referee 

 

Section 8 

Privacy Notice, Consent to verify,  

 

Section 9 

Document Submission 

 

https://unioflimerick.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ebT84Lctt2eq56u
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Please Note: All sections of the application form must be completed.  The email you 

provide will be the primary form of communication used in relation to your application for 

the Math for STEM Certificate so please ensure you use an active email address.   

 

If you have any queries in relation to the Math for STEM Certificate application, please contact 

the Mature Student Office directly by email: mso@ul.ie.   

 

How long will it take me to complete my application?  
 

Your application should take approximately 15 - 20 minutes to complete.  

 

Do I have to complete my application in one attempt?  

Yes. Once you submit your application, you will not be able to access it thereafter. Please only 

submit ONE application.  
 

What can I do if I have trouble submitting my online application? 

Please contact the Mature Student Office at mso@ul.ie.  

  

mailto:mso@ul.ie
mailto:mso@ul.ie
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Section 3: Supporting Documentation 
 

What supporting documentation is required for my application? 
• Proof of Social Protection payment, if applicable  

• Copies of qualifications/courses completed 

• Copy of Birth Certificate or Passport 

• Copy of labour market permission letter, if applicable 

 

You can submit your documents through the online application. If you have any issues or questions, 

please email mso@ul.ie 

 

Who should I ask to be a referee? 
Referees should not be family members. They may be one of the following:   

• A tutor/teacher from a course you have attended, e.g., part-time day courses, literacy 

scheme, VTOS, evening course, etc.  

• A supervisor from a place of work, e.g., full-time, part-time, CE scheme, etc.  

• An employee of a local Resource/Information/Unemployed Centre who has been working 

with you on your career and educational options.   

• Chairperson or Committee member of a local community/voluntary organisation with which 

you are involved, e.g., Credit Union, Parents Association, Unemployed Centre, Parish 

Activities, etc.   

  



 

 

11 
 

Appendix  

Level 8-degree programmes in UL  

Programmes which require a HC3 (old) / H3 or H4 (new) in Leaving Certificate Mathematics (or 

equivalent) as a minimum entry requirement for mature student applicants. 

 

 A Merit in the Math for STEM Certificate is deemed equivalent to an H4 in Leaving Certificate 

Mathematics, while a Distinction is deemed equivalent to an H3.  

 

LM058 BSc Financial Mathematics  

 

LM077 BE Aeronautical Engineering  

 

LM115 BE Chemical & Biochemical Engineering  

 

LM116 BE Engineering (Common Entry)  

- Biomedical Engineering  

- Mechanical Engineering  

- Civil Engineering  

- Design & Manufacture  

 

LM118 BE Electronic & Computer Engineering  

 

LM124 BSc Mathematics (Common Entry)  

- Mathematical Sciences  

- Mathematics & Physics  

- Economics & Mathematics  

 

LM125 BSc Physics* (Common Entry)  

- Applied Physics  

- Mathematics & Physics  

 

*Additional minimum entry requirements apply to this programme for mature student 

applicants.  

Please see https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/prospective-students/applying-UL/mature-

students for further details.  

  

https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/prospective-students/applying-UL/mature-students
https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/prospective-students/applying-UL/mature-students
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UL programmes for which linked QQI Awards specify Math for STEM Certificate 

as a required component 
LM058 BSc Financial Math  

LM063 BSc Technology Management  

LM077 BE Aeronautical Engineering  

LM082 BSc Construction Management & Engineering  

LM093 BSc Equine Science  

LM115 BE Chemical & Biochemical Engineering  

LM116 BE Engineering (Common Entry Programme) 

LM118 BE Electronic & Computer Engineering  

LM121 BSc Computer Science (Common Entry Programme)  

LM122 BSc Creative Media & Interaction Design (Common Entry Programme)  

LM123 BSc Biological & Chemical Science (Common Entry Programme)  

LM124 BSc Math (Common Entry Programme)  

LM125 BSc Physics (Common Entry Programme)  

LM180 Cert/Dip Equine Science 

 

Please see the QQI Booklet 2023 for further details. Or copy and paste the link below into your 

browser https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/future-students/pathways-ul/qqi-fet-awards 

 

 

 
 

https://www.ul.ie/media/27242/download?inline
https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/future-students/pathways-ul/qqi-fet-awards

