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Mature Applicant - criteria

1. Age

 Must be 23 years of age on or beforg January in the year of
admission to a futime undergraduate programme

2. Nationality

e Must be a national of an EU member state / EEA / UK / Swiss
Confederation

 Refugee status / permission to remain / subsidiary protection
see other eligible statuisere

e Otherwise, application is as amternational (norEU) applicant

3. Competency in English language is essential @ﬁ‘ﬁéﬂ?&?{
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http://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/course-fees/
http://www.ul.ie/international/applying-ul
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Making your application

1. Applying through the CAO
e Part 1. Completing CAO form
e Part 2: Sending supporting documentation

2. Registering for assessment tests (some courses)
3. Order of course preference principle

4. Key deadlines
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Mature Student Access Certificate (MSAC)
students

« MSAC students must apply through the CAQO for a place on
the undergraduate course(s) in which you are interested

e If you are including an MSAC direct progression course (see
your Course Handbook) on your CAOQO list, you will be
considered for your place on that course on the basis of your

MSAC results, and on any other specified requirements for
progression.

e For any other course in UL to which you apply, you will be

assessed for a place the same as any otherM&AC
mature student applicant in that year. @5

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLL




Central Applications Office (CAO)

e Applications are made online through the CA@wvw.cao.ie- from
5t November 2020
 Normal closing date (5tCS o NHzl NB HAHM OF LILX AOF GA 2y
e5A8402dzy 1SR N} UOS 2F € oWRJakudry & 2dz | LILI &

o Late applications tgomecourses may be made by mature applicants up
to 15t May. Late application facility opens in early March 2021.

e You can do demo applicatioronline

 CAO offers to mature student applicants are issued in early July
(Round A)

e Remember that the CAO is only the application mechanism;
decisions on making offers of places to mature applicants are
made by each individual college @ﬁ‘mﬁgﬂ}&"
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http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/index.php?page=demo

CAO Application Form h

 CAO mature applicant guidettp://www?2.cao.ie/downloads/documents/MatureStudentGuide.pdf

 CAO mature applicant video guidetp://www.cao.ie/index.php?page=video&I=113724370

To apply online atvww.cao.leyou need an email account

1. Personal detalls

2. Qualifications & assessment summary (txk 8here to indicate that you
are applying as a mature applicant)

Payment!====) At this point you will receive your CAO number
. School, Leaving Cert, QQI, thiedel etc detalils
. Course choices

o o A w

If applying for grant, can tick on form whether you wish CAO to provide

your ID, contact and offer/acceptance info to SUSI @WEE%&
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http://www2.cao.ie/downloads/documents/MatureStudentGuide.pdf
http://www.cao.ie/index.php?page=video&l=113724370

CAO Application Form h

Mature applicant section — information requested:

1. Highest qualification to date
2. Current studies
3. Postsecondary education

4. Secondevel education

o LC 1985 or later will be added to your file electronically based on year
and exam number you supply

e (Can get exam number from your original results certificate, your old
school, or contact the State Examinations Commission.

 Email:statements@examinations.i@r go to
www.examinations.ie/?l=en&mc=ca&sc=darorder a certified
allF GSYSyYyld 2F @2dzNJ NBadzf ia oemndpn
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mailto:statements@examinations.ie
http://www.examinations.ie/?l=en&mc=ca&sc=exr

CAO Application Form h

7. Non-certificate courses

8. Employment or voluntary work
9. English language proficiency (if applicable)
10.References

11.Statement of interest (200 words)
e GSELX I AY (KS NBtSOFIyOS 2F &2dz2NJ t AFS k SR
aidl S @2dzNJ SRdAzOlF A2yl 3F2FKf& YR 2062S0O0A
 Please ensure that yoalsosend a separate tailored personal statement for each

course in UL to which you are applying, If this is specified as an application
requirement for that course. See section 7 of th&ture Student Guide 2021

12 Hobbies / interest§100 words)
13 Additional information @tﬁ%&ﬂi&%
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https://ulsites.ul.ie/mso/sites/default/files/itd_ul_mature_student_guide_2021.pdf

Order of preference principle

 In your application to the CAO you can apply for

Up to 10 courses at Level 8 (Bachelor (Hons) Degree)

Up to 10 courses at Level 6/7 (Higher Cert / Bachelor (Ord Degree))

* Your course choices can be across multiple colleges

 You are considered for admission for all individual courses listed

* You may be deemed eligible for a number of your course choices
but you can only receive one offer through the C2xbis will be
your highestpreference course for which you have been deemed
eligible and on which there is a place available.

f the number of reserved places for mature students is limited on a
particular course, not all eligible candidates will necessarily be offered a
place but will be placed on a waiting list. @
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Supporting documents l

Supporting documents (for most courses in UL) are:

1. A separate tailored®ersonal Statement for EACH programme to which
you are applying

2. Evidence ofualifications, courses, employment etc

3. Any relevant supplementary information that you could not include In
the space provided on the CAO form

4. Evidence of competence in Englidbwever, generally for mature

app
app

icants, your competence in English is assessed via written CAO
ication, your interview and/or any assessment tests you may sit for

entry to a course.
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Supporting documents

* Record your CAO Application Number and your name on
the top right of each page of your supporting documents

 All supporting documents must be received by the CAO by
1st March

e Get a certificate of postage

* Donot post supporting documents directly to UL
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Personal statement - general guidelines

Your tailored Personal Statement should be no greater than one side of a
single A4 page and cover the following areas:

1. Reasons for wishing to undertake LMXXX

2. Programme's potential contribution to your future career or life plans

3. Highlight relevant experiences or skills gained through employment, voluntary work,
or personal interests which have prepared you to undertake LMXXX

4. Your knowledge and understanding of the career area in which you are interested

5. Any specific preparation you have undertaken in anticipation of commencing LMXXX

UNIVERSITY OF
LIMERICK
OLLSCOIL LUIMNIGH




ﬁ

e Similar to applying for a new japyou are in competition with
others (for some courses), so what makes you stand out?

e Reflect on your work, life and educational experiences. If it Is
difficult to demonstrate direct relevance to the course you want to
do, then reflect on and articulate the transferable skills you have
gained to date through these experiences.

 All elements of the application are to help you tell us about
yourself and to sell yourself. Application may be used for
shortlisting (if necessary).

e If not sure that something Is relevant, include it anyway.
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e Supporting documentation ot required for applications
to the following programmes in UL

o0 Nursing & Midwifery

0 Sport &Exercisésciences
o Physiotherapy
0 Psychology

* For these courses, applicants apply through CAO and must
also register to sit assessment tests

 Eligible applicants for these courses are offered places
based solely on assessment test scores
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Assessment test - Nursing h

e YOU Must:

* Apply through the CAO by!February (No late applications)

o Register and apply through the Public Appointments Service (PAS) website:
www.publicjobs.ian February 2021 (exact application dates TBA)

 PAS undertakes a written assessment on behalf oNhesing and
Midwifery Boardand notifies applicants directly of the test arrangements;
this will be held in mieApril 2021

 PAS provides a familiarisation booklet to applicants in advance of the test

e |Information about the different tests
e Shows how the actual test booklets and answer sheets work

e EXxplains the time limits for each test and how the tests are scored.
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http://www.publicjobs.ie/
http://www.nmbi.ie/Careers-in-Nursing-Midwifery/How-to-apply/Mature-Applicants

Assessment test - Nursing l

Test 1: Verbal Test:

* Designed to measure the abllity of the candidate to understand information in a
series of passages.

Test 2: Numerical Test:

* Designed to measure the ability of the candidate to carry out calculations on common
day-to-day mathematical problems.

Test 3: Job Simulation Exercises:

o Attempts to identify your likely response when presented with scenarios typical of
what could occur in a job situation. This exercise measures a range of skills and
gualities required in the Student Nurse role, ranging from taking care of someo
through to taking responsibility in a situation. %

UNIVERSITY OF

LIMERICK

OLLSCOIL LUIMNIGH



Assessment test - Nursing

Do not confuse registering on PAS with applying for the test!

- Once you have registered, youust then access the application form, complete and

submit it. The applicatioform will only be available on the PAS web&igtween

specified dates in February 2021> dzy RSNJ 0 KS 220 OF (S3I2NESX WYaSR
/ NurseManagement'.

e Approx no. of reserved places for mature students in UL:
e General Nursing: 8

 Mental Health Nursing: 11
* Intellectual Disability Nursing: 7
 Midwifery: 4
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Sport & Exercise Sciences, Physiotherapy,

Psychology — MSAP Assessment Test

e YOU Must;

* Apply through the CAO by thé&' Eebruary(No late applications

* Register to sit th@Vlature Student Admissions Pathway (MSAP) test
through MSARreland:https://msap-ireland.acer.org/

e Test Is designed to measure competencies considered
iImportant in thirctlevel study

el 3aSaa Iy LW AOFIYyUQa FFoAfAGEe G2 dzyF
think critically about issues
e Specific curriculum knowledge Is not required
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https://msap-ireland.acer.org/

Sport & Exercise Sciences, Physiotherapy,

Psychology — MSAP Assessment Test

* Test dates:
e Saturday & March 2021 & Thursday IMarch 2021

« Conductedonline onlyvia remote proctoring; seehttps://msap-

ireland.acer.org/reqistration1l/whereo-i-sit-the-test for more details

e Test fee:
ec bt AT NI I XMEov&ér 2030 jaadS3Bghuany 2021
cee MOH AT N Ifaadild Rbraay@S Sy ™

e For UL you will sModule 1: Written English &Module 3.
Reasoning in the Sciences, Mathematics & Social Sciences
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Sample questions are available on tiSARIreland websiteand you can also
purchase a practice test-booklet and purchase practice online tests. @


https://msap-ireland.acer.org/registration1/where-do-i-sit-the-test
https://msap-ireland.acer.org/prepare/practice-questions

MSAP structure and content

MODULE 1 - Written English: 1 hour (plus 5 minutes reading & thinking time)

e Thereare two writing tasks. Onmvites an argumentative response, and the other
Invites a personal response. Written English is assessed on the following criteria:
» the quality of what is said in the piece of writing
» the quality of the structure and organisation developed to say something
 the quality of the language used to organise and present what is said
» each piece of writing Is assessed by two independent markers.

MODULE 3 - Reasoning in the Sciences, Mathematics and Social Sciences: 1 hour

« 35 multiplechoice guestions. Candidatase asked to choose the most appropriate
response from four possible answers. There is only one correct response.

 Module 3 questiongocus on comprehension, application, decision making and solving scientific
and mathematical information. For example:

- Interpreting figures; identifying connections, relationships and patterns; basic calculation,
estimation and application of equations; deduction, extrapolation and using evidence,;

problem solving
UNIVERSITY OF
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Assessment of mature applications by UL h

» After making an application you are notified by UL of any additional
assessment requirements for programmes e.g.
 LMO026 Performing Arts (audition)

 LMO76 Product Design & Technology (portfolio)
e LMO99 Architecture (portfolio)

 LM103 Paramedic Studies (assessment test)
 LMO28 Criminal Justice (essay)

 LMO029 Law Plus (essay)

* You are assessed separatelydachcourse to which you apphsee Section 7 of the
Mature Student Guide 2021 for detall.

o After applicants have been assessed, successful candidates are deemed eligible for
admissiorBUT may be scored and ranked in order of merit if mature student places
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are limited I.e. not all eligible candidates may be offered a place @



https://ulsites.ul.ie/mso/sites/default/files/itd_ul_mature_student_guide_2021.pdf

Leaving Certificate and QQI qualifications

e If you have the points and minimum entry requirements from your Leaving
Certificate for a course to which you are applying, youalaobe
considered for a place in the normal Leaving Certificate competition

 The same applies if you hold a relevant QQI awardu canalsobe
considered in the competition for QQI places

o Seehttps://www.ul.ie/academicreqistry/future-students/pathwaysul/gqi-fet-
awardsfor linked QQI awards

Therefore, you can potentially be considered up to three different ways for a
place on a course, via your CAO application
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https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/future-students/pathways-ul/qqi-fet-awards

Key dates for mature applicants 2021

Deadline/Date Task

200 January

Closing date for discounted rate for onliapplication
to CAO

15t February

Normal closinglate for applications to CAO

315t January

Earlybird registration deadline for Matur&tudent
Admissions Pathway Test (MSAP)

1st¢ 14 February

Late registration foMSAP

Early February

Registration for Mature Nursing test (through PAS)

5th March CAOre-opens for late applications

6" & 11t March MSAP test dates

Mid-April Nursing assessment test

15t May Closing date for late CAO applications
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Key dates for mature applicants 2021

Deadline/Date Task

5th - 12th May [ ! kthange of mind’ facility open formature applicantgo UL
who had applied byStFebruaryAdditional UL programmes
may be included on CAO application, other than restricted
application courses.

April ¢ June Screening of applications and scheduling of mature student
Interviews
15t July Mature applicants with full Leaving Cert or relevant @Q@ard,

may amend course choices up t® duly, to be assessed for
places based solely on Leaving Cert or QQI award points.

EarlyJuly hFFSNBR 2F LI FOSa G2 YU (dz2NB

End July/early Aug Offers of places to applicants basexd QQI awards or
additional mature applicant offers

Mid August Offers of places to applicants based on Leaving Cert results
Late August UL Mature Student Welcome Programme X
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Further information

Mature Student Office
Tel: 061-202735

Academic Registry (Undergraduate
Admissions) W
Tel: 061-202015

https://www.ul.ie/academic -

reqistry/about/contact -us
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