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Welcome to the Master of Arts in Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages at the University of Limerick. 

 
 
The aim of this handbook is to give you a broad overview of the MA TESOL 
programme, and some introductory guidance on embarking on your MA studies. 
Our current MA TESOL programme has evolved over more than twenty years, 
and its goal is to provide participants with a solid foundation in both the 
practical and professional aspects of English language teaching, and the 
academic study of language and applied linguistics. The programme learning 
outcomes are: 
 

 To equip graduates with a professional qualification in the area of English 
language teaching; 

 To enable students to acquire the knowledge, range of capabilities, 
experiences and qualities required for the teaching profession; 

 To develop students’ understanding of language learning processes and a 
critical awareness of associated pedagogies; 

 To provide students with the necessary skills to carry out research in the 
area of language and language teaching; 

 To afford the students the opportunity to develop skills in areas of 
pedagogic practice relevant in contemporary educational systems 
internationally, for example, new technologies and materials 
development. 

 
More detailed information on UL procedures and policies can be found in the 
Student Handbook, available via the student portal on the main UL website 
(http://www.ul.ie/portal/students): please read the Student Handbook carefully. 
The information here is designed to be course specific, and does not supersede 
any UL general regulations. University regulations are regularly updated and so 
the information contained in this handbook is accurate at the time of writing. 
Should UL regulations conflict at any time with information contained in this 
handbook, the UL regulations take priority.   
 
On behalf of all the lecturers and staff, I would like to wish you well in studying 
for your MA. If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to 
contact me as Course Director. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dr Elaine Vaughan 
Elaine.Vaughan@ul.ie  
Office: ER3-019, Engineering Research Building, 3rd Floor.  

http://www.ul.ie/portal/students
mailto:Elaine.Vaughan@ul.ie
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This handbook is also available online at: http://www3.ul.ie/llcc/subjects/elt/  
 

Please note that the information contained in this booklet is not binding and 
may be subject to change during the course of any academic year. 

 

http://www3.ul.ie/llcc/subjects/elt/
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Course Structure 

 
 
Students do all three core modules and one elective from three in each semester (entry 
criteria apply to some of the electives). Choice of elective modules will be made in 
agreement with the Course Team. A least one module of Teaching Practice (TP) is 
compulsory for all students with less than 3 years’ proven ELT experience, with the 
following exception: students whose first language is not English and whose English 
proficiency level is not deemed sufficient for TP.  
 
Additional details 
 

 RM6011 will be scheduled as a blocked module in January 2015 (more details to 
follow) and is graded on a Pass/Fail basis; 

 TP5921 is graded on a Normal basis and non-repeatable (Please note that 
Teaching Practice may not be available at all levels); 

 All other modules are graded on a Normal basis; 
 Total credits for Coursework:  60; 
 Students successfully completing the two taught semesters of the programme 

(60 credits) may opt to exit the programme at the end of Semester 2 with a 
Graduate Diploma in TESOL; 

 The Dissertation modules are non-timetabled modules; 
 Total credits for Dissertation: 30; 
 Total Number of Credits for MA Programme: 60 taught + 30 dissertation = 90 

credits; 
 Total Number of Credits for Graduate Diploma: 60 taught = 60 credits. 

Autumn Semester Spring Semester Summer Semester 

Core Modules                    

credits 

Core Modules                     

credits 

Core Modules                         

credits 

LI5931  Language 
Systems 1 

9 LI5922  Language 
Systems 2 

9 TE6001 Dissertation 1 9 

TE6011  SLA Theories and 
Classroom 
Applications 

9 TE6012  Language 
Pedagogy for ELT 

9 TE6002  Dissertation 2 21 

RM6011
  

Research  
Methodology in  
Applied Language  
Studies 

3 LI6012   Linguistics for  
Language 
Teaching 

3  

 

Elective Modules                 credits Elective Modules                credits  

TP5921  Teaching  
Practice 1 

9 TP5912      Teaching  
Practice 2 

9 

EF6001 English as a  
Foreign  
Language 1 

9 EF6002 English as a  
Foreign  
Language 2 

9 

LI6011     Materials  
Development for 
Language  
Teaching 

9 LI6002      ICT and Language  
Studies 

9 
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Faculty members involved in the programme 2014-15 
 
 
Angela Farrell  
Tel: +353 61 202244//202321  
Email: angela.farrell@ul.ie 
Office: LC2008  
 
Dr Helen Kelly-Holmes 
Tel: +353 61 234206/202321  
Email: helen.kelly.holmes@ul.ie 
Office: C1085 
 
Dr Freda Mishan 
Tel: +353 61 202432/202321  
Email: freda.mishan@ul.ie 
Office: MC1007 
 
Dr Máiréad Moriarty 
Tel: +353 61 202035/202321  
Email: mairead.moriarty@ul.ie 
Office: LC2010 
 
Dr Liam Murray 
Tel : +353 61 202742/202321 
Email : liam.murray@ul..ie 
Office : CS122 
 
Dr Elaine Riordan 
Tel: +353 61 202112/2321 
E-mail : elaine.riordan@ul.ie 
Office : ER3-019 
 
Dr Elaine Vaughan 
Tel: +353 61 202112/2321 
Email: elaine.vaughan@ul.ie  
Office: ER3-019 
 
 
Faculty members from other sections also contribute to the programme. 
 
External Examiner: Professor Steve Walsh, School of Education, Communication and 
Language Sciences, Newcastle University.  
Adjunct Professors: Professor Michael McCarthy, Department of Languages, Literature, 
Culture and Communication, University of Limerick; Professor of Applied Linguistics, 
University of Nottingham; Professor Tony McEnery, Department of Linguistics and 
English Language, Lancaster University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Angela.Farrell@ul.ie
mailto:Helen.Kelly.Holmes@ul.ie
mailto:Freda.Mishan@ul.ie
mailto:Mairead.Moriarty@ul.ie
mailto:liam.murray@ul..ie
mailto:elaine.riordan@ul.ie
mailto:elaine.vaughan@ul.ie
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Modules 

 

Detailed module handouts will be given in week 1 of lectures. They will also be 
available on Sulis (https://sulis.ul.ie/xsl-portal), the University of Limerick 
learning management system, where each module has a resource site, accessible 
once you have registered for that module.  

 
Semester 1 
 
CORE MODULES 
 
LI5931 Language Systems 1  
Syllabus: An introduction to the various approaches to the study of language: 
structuralism and functionalism, prescriptive and descriptive grammars. Corpus 
linguistics and the study of language. Basic syntactic concepts: the word, the phrase, the 
clause, the sentence. Time, tense, aspect, and mood. The English tense system. 
Articulatory phonetics: speech organs, place and manner of articulation of the English 
consonant and vowel systems. The International Phonetic Alphabet and transcription of 
sounds. Suprasegmental aspects of speech: intonation, rhythm, stress.  
Co-ordinator: Dr Máiréad Moriarty 
 
TE6011 SLA Theories and Classroom Applications  
Syllabus: Overview of 20th century language teaching methods and approaches; 
contemporary teaching approaches: theory and practice; pedagogical planning; 
classroom management; classroom interaction patterns and classroom language use, e.g. 
instructions, elicitation, questioning techniques, lesson planning; concepts and practice 
in critical reflection. Aspects of vocabulary and grammar teaching.  The teaching of 
productive and receptive skills (speaking, writing, reading, listening). Introduction to 
SLA (Second Language Acquisition). 
Co-ordinator:  Dr Elaine Vaughan 
 
RM6011 Research Methodology in Applied Language Studies  
Syllabus: The nature of research and the research question. Research methodologies: 
qualitative versus quantitative approaches, survey research (sampling, questionnaire 
design etc.), text analysis and critical discourse analysis, content analysis, conversation 
and interaction analysis, interviews, classroom observation, action research, case 
studies, analysis of film, literature, visual arts, etc., ethical issues, reliability and validity. 
Electronic tools: literature databases and search skills, Excel, electronic reference 
managers (Endnote). Academic writing: structure, workplan and presentation. 
Literature review and referencing. Planning and writing a research proposal. Overall 
structure: from research question to thesis. 
Co-ordinator: Dr Máiréad Moriarty 
 
 
ELECTIVE MODULES 
 
TP5921 Teaching Practice 1  
Syllabus: lesson preparation, teaching practice (on-campus Erasmus students) (classes 
DVD recorded and approx 50 % of sessions supervised), classroom observation, self-
reflection, supervisor feedback, teaching practice diary.  Teaching practice preparation 

https://sulis.ul.ie/xsl-portal
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sessions (2 hours) focusing on TP areas including lesson planning, classroom 
management, teaching skills, and weekly lesson preparation. 
Co-ordinator: Dr Freda Mishan 
 
 
EF6001 English as a Foreign Language 1 
Syllabus: Advanced language practice: advanced grammar work, further development of 
listening, reading, writing and speaking abilities. Discussion of texts from a variety of 
registers. Debates on topical issues. Exploitation of English language media: press, radio, 
television and new media. Essay, report and review writing. 
Co-ordinator: Angela Farrell 
 
LI6011 Materials Development for Language Teaching 
Syllabus: This module is designed for teachers with TESOL experience. The module aims 
to foster the development of a critical awareness of second language acquisition 
theories and methodologies relevant to the design of language learning materials for 
specific cultural contexts. It aims to develop skills in the modification and application of 
these theories and models in order to achieve principled development of language 
learning materials. Students are also encouraged to examine various language 
pedagogies in the context of diverse cultural settings and assess their applicability to 
materials developed for these settings. The module therefore develops the ability to 
apply theory to practice. The applied aspect may be consolidated by a workshop/s with 
course book writer/s/publisher/s. In the materials development process, the module 
fosters the ability of students to work collaboratively and promotes reflective practice. 
The module can therefore be seen to contribute to the general professional 
development of students as language teachers. 
Co-ordinator: Dr Freda Mishan 
 
Semester 2 
 
CORE MODULES 
 
LI5922 Language Systems 2  
Syllabus: Morphology: derivations, inflections, compounding. Modality: epistemic and 
deontic meanings, modal verbs and other ways of expressing modality. Conditionality 
and hypotheticality. The spelling and pronunciation of English. Semantic concepts and 
relations. Discourse analysis: pragmatics, genre, exchange structure, conversation 
analysis, politeness, speech functions and acts, critical discourse analysis and issues of 
power, spoken and written discourse. Corpus-based discourse analysis. 
Co-ordinator: Dr Elaine Vaughan 
 
TE6012 Language Pedagogy for ELT  
Syllabus: Teaching grammar, error analysis. Language teaching methodologies (student 
presentations) e.g. Grammar Translation, the Direct Method, Audiolingualism, TPR 
(Total Physical Response), the Silent Way, Suggestopedia, the Natural Method, the 
Lexical Approach, Cooperative Language Learning. Using authentic materials e.g. 
music/song, literature, newspapers, audio-visual material (DVD etc.). ICT for language 
learning. CLIL, ESOL, EAL. Teaching mixed ability groups. Teaching young learners. 
Assessment, evaluation, examinations (IELTS etc). 
Co-ordinator: Dr Freda Mishan 
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LI6012 Linguistics for Language Teaching  
Syllabus: This module provides an up-to-date introduction to the study of linguistics 
and sociolinguistics. The nature of the relationship between language and society is 
examined, with reference to the multilingualism and language variation. The students 
will become familiar with approaches to the study of language use in contemporary 
Sociolinguistics, with the aim of providing an in-depth understanding of both practical 
and theoretical knowledge of major paradigms and interpretive traditions in 
sociolinguistics and examining how these relate to language teaching. 
Co-ordinator: Dr Máiréad Moriarty 
 

 
ELECTIVE MODULES  
 
TP5921 Teaching Practice 2 
Syllabus: lesson preparation, teaching practice (on-campus Erasmus students) (classes 
DVD recorded and approx 50 % of sessions supervised), classroom observation, self-
reflection, supervisor feedback, teaching practice diary.  Teaching practice preparation 
sessions (2 hours) focusing on TP areas including lesson planning, classroom 
management, teaching skills, and weekly lesson preparation. 
Co-ordinator: Dr Freda Mishan 
 
EF6002 English as a Foreign Language 2 
Syllabus: Continuation of EF6001: advanced grammar work, further development of 
listening, reading, writing and speaking abilities. Discussion of texts from a variety of 
registers. Debates on topical issues. Exploitation of English language media: press, radio, 
television and new media. Essay, report and review writing. 
Co-ordinator: Angela Farrell 
 
LI6002 ICT and Language Studies 
Syllabus: The module will give a grounding in language learning and ICT. It will cover a 
number of applications of ICT for language learning, including: Virtual learning 
Environments, shared workspaces etc. Sourcing, creating, and evaluating on-line 
resources (covering, for example, blogs, wikis). Dedicated, generative and authoring 
packages e.g. Hot Potatoes, Author Plus. Using internet communications technologies 
for language learning (e.g. email, chat). Corpus linguistics, corpora and concordancing. 
ICT & autonomous learning environments. Audio-visual resources in language studies. 
The technologies covered in the module will inevitably evolve in line with new 
applications of ICT for language learning. 
Co-ordinator: Dr Elaine Riordan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The MA in English Language Teaching is a taught programme with an important 
hands-on element. Attendance at the contact hours of all modules is expected.
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Book List 
 
We strongly recommend the purchase of the following core texts for each area. 
 
For Language Systems: 
Carter, R., and M. McCarthy, 2006. The Cambridge Grammar of English. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Culpeper, J., Katamba, F., Kerswill, P., Wodak, R. and McEnery, T. 2009. English 

Language. Description, Variation and Context, New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

 
For SLA Theory & Classroom Applications/Language Pedagogy & ELT: 
Parrott, M.  2010. Grammar for English Language Teachers (2nd Edition). 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Scrivener, J. 2011. Learning Teaching (3rd Edition). Oxford: Macmillan. 
Carter, R. and D. Nunan (eds), 2001. Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages. NewYork: Cambridge University Press. 
 
For Linguistics: 
Fasold, R. and J. Connor-Linton, 2006. An Introduction to Language and 

Linguistics. Washington: Cambridge University Press. 
 
For Teaching Practice: 
Any contemporary Learner dictionary of English from a reputable publisher 
(recommend Advanced level, e.g. Longman Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 
Course books to be used during TP (please wait to be advised which course book 
to buy by the module coordinator in Week 1).  
 
For Materials Development: 
Tomlinson B., (ed.), 2013. Applied Linguistics and Materials Development. 

London: Bloomsbury.  
Tomlinson, B., (ed.), 2003. Developing Materials for Language Teaching. London: 

Continuum. 
 
For ICT and Language Studies: 
Dodigovic, M., 2005. Artificial Intelligence in Second Language Learning: Raising 

Error Awareness. London: Multilingual Matters.  
 
 
Coordinators and lecturers on individual modules will provide you with further 

book lists. 
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Assessment 
 
 

Marks and Standards 
 
UL’s marks and standards (grading system) are available in the Academic 
Regulations Handbook available through the Student Academic Administration 
website at: http://www.ul.ie/studentacademicadmin/ 
 
The following table lists the grades awarded to students. The percentages are 
those agreed by the School of Modern Languages and Applied Linguistics for 
modules on the MA in TESOL programme. The other columns are taken from the 
University of Limerick Students’ Handbook. 
 
 
% Grade   Award Equivalent Quality Point Value (QPV) Credits 
          Awarded 
 
≥75 A1   First Honours    4.00    Yes  
 
≥70 A2   First Honours    3.60    Yes   
 
≥65 B1   Honours 2.1    3.20    Yes  
 
≥60 B2   Honours 2.1    3.00    Yes  
 
≥55 B3   Honours 2.2    2.80    Yes  
 
≥50 C1   Honours 2.2   2.60    Yes  
 
≥45 C2   Third Honours    2.40    Yes  
 
≥40 C3   Third Honours    2.00    Yes  
 
≥35 D1   Compensating Fail   1.60    Yes  
 
≥30 D2   Compensating Fail   1.20    Yes  
 
<30 F  Fail     0.00   No  
 

NG   Fail     0.00    No  
 
G   Audit     -   No  
 
I  Certified Illness/lmmediate Family Bereavement No  

(Uncapped repeat) 
 

M   Awarded in case of projects spanning multiple  No 
semesters; or sequences of definitely linked  
Modules  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ul.ie/studentacademicadmin/
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Coursework and assessment on the MA TESOL 
 
There are no scheduled end-of-term examinations on the MA programme, with 
continuous assessment taking place over the course of the programme in the 
form of projects, written assignments, presentations, mini-conference 
presentations, teaching practice observation, and some in-class written 
examinations where appropriate.  
 
Therefore, a variety of assessment methods and tasks have been designed into 
the programme. There is a policy of second-marking for written assignments, 
and course assessment materials are also sent to the external examiner, Prof. 
Steve Walsh (University of Newcastle), to ensure quality and fairness in the 
assessment process. Lecturers provide different types of feedback, both 
formative (given as the semester progresses, and before a grade is assigned) and 
summative (given at the time a grade is assigned) to students over the course of 
the programme, and are available to discuss assessment and learning from 
assessment during their office hours.  
 
There is a grade recheck process for students who believe a module grade is 
incorrect. Full details of this process are available here: 
http://www2.ul.ie/web/WWW/Services/Student_Affairs/Student_Administrati
on/Student_Academic_Administration/Student%20Information/Results%20Inf
ormation/Rechecks 
 
 
Guidelines for coursework 
 

Both written and oral presentations will form a substantial part of the coursework 
that you have to undertake for your MA degree. The guidelines and strategies 
discussed below address the major concerns of such tasks.               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Oral presentation 

 Introduce your topic/goal. Clearly state the issue involved and/or the reason 
for your choice of topic.  Give a single-sentence/brief summary of your talk.  

 Make sure the format of your presentation is (well) structured.  Outline the 
main points of the talk (usually about three), and add an introduction and 
conclusion.   

 Keep in mind the objective of your talk (to interest, inform, persuade, etc). 
Avoid too much detail (of procedure, data analysis, and literature review) 
when highlighting the main ideas you want to transmit. 

 In your development, you can use quotations but it is important that you 
make clear which words are not your own as you are citing a passage. 

 Key moments in a talk: opening lines: the opening lines of a talk set the tone 
for the rest of it; it may be effective to memorize them; bridging (i.e., 
transitions from one idea to the next); ending: remind the audience of the 
main points and of the relevance of the topic to their field. 

http://www2.ul.ie/web/WWW/Services/Student_Affairs/Student_Administration/Student_Academic_Administration/Student%20Information/Results%20Information/Rechecks
http://www2.ul.ie/web/WWW/Services/Student_Affairs/Student_Administration/Student_Academic_Administration/Student%20Information/Results%20Information/Rechecks
http://www2.ul.ie/web/WWW/Services/Student_Affairs/Student_Administration/Student_Academic_Administration/Student%20Information/Results%20Information/Rechecks
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 Consider planting questions with audience or suggest a point that you could 
discuss further during discussion time. 

 Talk to your audience, do not read to them. A summary/outline on a PPT 
slide will serve as a visual outline to help you through the talk and will focus 
the audience attention.  Always minimize the amount of text on PPT slides 
and use key points only. 

 Speak loudly and clearly. Engage the audience. Make frequent eye contact. 
Vary your speaking tone and emphasis. 

 Make sure you don't go over the time limit. 
 Know your talk well enough to give it, without notes, in easy-to-follow 

conversational sentences.  You should practice delivering it aloud in order to 
learn it well, to make its length fit in the time allocated, and to hear how it 
sounds.  

 You should be prepared to answer questions after your presentation. 
 Do not forget the old adage, “Tell them what you’re going to tell them; tell 

them; then tell them what you’ve told them” can be applied to all talks. 
 In the event that you use PowerPoint, Prezi or any other presentation 

software, remember slides should be illustrative or an aide memoire; don’t 
talk to slides, communicate with the audience; don’t include too much 
written material on slides, this is distracting for the audience.  

  

Essays, Assignments and Projects: Written presentation  

Please use the COVER SHEET on the following page on ALL assignments (this can 
also be found on Sulis) 
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SCHOOL OF MODERN LANGUAGES & 
APPLIED LINGUISTICS 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION FORM 
 
 

Student Name:   
 

Student ID Number:   
 

Course of Study:   
 

Year:   
 

Lecturer Name:   
 

Module Code:  
 

Date of Submission:   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
I ________________________declare that the attached essay/project is entirely my 
own work, in my own words, and that all sources used in researching it are 
fully acknowledged and all quotations properly identified 
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Essays, Assignments and Projects: Researching and Writing 

 

When you have a choice, choose your topic carefully. Do some preliminary 
reading to determine how deep your interest goes and what kind of material 
will be available for your essay.   

 
Once you have chosen the topic, you should try to formulate as exactly as 
possible the question/ hypothesis you will seek to answer/explore in your 
essay.  It will help organise your essay and give it direction.   It must feature in 
your introduction. 

 
Before you begin working on the any written task, it is wise to discuss the 
topic/question with your lecturer/s.   

 
Planning is your first and most important task. This includes dividing your time 
between three stages: researching, writing, and editing/proofing. 
 

Always read books and articles (from either primary or secondary sources) 
interactively and critically: take notes and look for arguments, points or 
observations that can be used to support or contrast your views.     

Virtually all written assignments are made up of:  (i) an introduction; (ii) a main 
body/argument; (iii) a conclusion.  In the main body of the essay you are given 
the opportunity to demonstrate your skills in selecting the relevant material, 
synthesising it in your own words, and in providing a coherent reflection and 
an in-depth and well-referenced analysis of the subject.   

The greatest danger inherent in any research essay or written assignment is 
PLAGIARISM (see page 17).  If you use other people's ideas and words they have 
to be acknowledged through proper citation and referencing. 

 Once you have a fairly complete and well-organized draft, you should 
revise sentences, paying special attention to transitions from 
sentence to sentence, and from paragraph to paragraph -a paragraph 
should be devoted for each main idea and its supporting evidence. 

 In the conclusion, sum up your findings concisely referring to a wider 
context. 

 Proof-read the final copy for spelling and punctuation errors. Make 
sure that quotations and footnotes are accurate and that the 
bibliography contains all articles, books and internet sites you have 
used (it is advisable to construct it as you write the essay).      

 

Further support for academic writing is offered by the following centres: 
 
The Centre for Teaching and Learning   http://www.ul.ie/ctl/ 
The Regional Writing Centre   http://www3.ul.ie/ctl/rwc 
 
 

http://www.ul.ie/ctl/
http://www3.ul.ie/ctl/rwc
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A short guide to academic writing and referencing 
 
Academic writing of all types – essays, reflective writing, project work, and so on 
– will require that you read and research on various topics before you write, and 
reference published literature as you write. This is an essential part of entering 
into, and becoming part of, any academic discipline. There are different types of 
referencing systems, and the one you will use most consistently across this 
programme is the Harvard system of referencing, or author/date system. 
 
The basic components of any referencing system require the following details 
that you should keep note of every time you read a book, chapter in a book or 
journal article: 
 

1. Author(s) 
2. Editor(s) – sometimes books are compiled by an editor or editors whose 

name(s) will be on the cover of the book. In edited volumes, a different 
author normally writes each chapter. 

3. Author of chapter – note the writer of the chapter you are reading if this 
is the case; note also the page numbers of the chapter 

4. Year of publication – you will find this within the first few pages of a 
book. Look for the © symbol: the publication year is normally next to it. 

5. Title of book 
6. Place of publication – usually within the first few pages. If there are three 

or four locations, choose the one that is geographically closest to you  
7. Publisher – the company that publishes the book, e.g. Cambridge 

University Press, Routledge 
8. Journal article – if you are reading a journal article, note the following: 

a. Author/s of the article 
b. Title of the article 
c. Title of the journal 
d. The volume/issue number of the journal the article appears in 
e. The page numbers of the article 

 
We reference in two ways: in-text, as part of the written piece, and at the end of 
a written piece in the form of a reference list.  
 
In-text referencing is crucial, as it indicates to the reader that you are 
acknowledging your sources as well as displaying the breadth and depth of your 
reading.  In the main body of your written assignment, you will reference the 
work of others in two ways: 1) via paraphrase, or by reporting the information 
you want to include indirectly; 2) via direct quotation, when you will use the 
author’s words exactly as they appear in the book or journal in quotation marks. 
When you quote directly from an author’s/authors’ work you need to provide 
page numbers. You should use direct quotation sparingly, and only quote 
directly from authoritative texts; in general, good paraphrasing, rather than 
extensive direct quotation, shows control of the literature you are reading.   
 
When using direct quotation, if the quote is three lines (c. 30 words) or less, then 
integrate it into the main body of your essay/written assignment, as below. 
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Wolfram and Schilling-Estes (2006: 101) maintain that ‘some of the major areas of 

social dissonance and conflict among different social and ethnic groups in American 

society are directly tied to people’s failure to understand that different groups have 

different language-use conventions.’ Therefore, in the future, pragmatics may 

contribute in some way towards addressing any linguistic misconceptions that may 

exist between people of different social, ethnic and religious backgrounds. 

(Vaughan & Clancy, 2011: 51) 
 

 
When the quotation is more than three lines long, it is inserted into your 
essay/written assignment as a block quotation.  These are usually indented 
from the left margin, and reduced to a smaller font size with single line spacing. 
No quotation marks are used: it is obvious from the formatting that you are 
quoting someone else’s words, as in the example below. 
 

For example, in an investigation of specialised language and terminology 

within organisations, Taylor (1987: 5) suggests that  

 
         …terminology which may originally have been no more than a handy abbreviation now 

fulfils several additional functions: it promotes cohesion within its user-group, helps 

maintain necessary attitudes among existing members, and instils such attitudes in new 

entrants.  

 

In addition, structural and stylistic choices ‘sign-post’ a genre; in fact, in a 

study of spoken discourse markers in written texts… 
(Vaughan, 2009: 14) 

 
A reference list should contain sufficient information for someone else or 
yourself to trace the item in a library. Inadequate referencing can lead to 
suspicions of plagiarism. It is therefore very important to be consistent and 
accurate when citing references. The same set of rules should be followed every 
time you cite a reference. A comprehensive guide to referencing, Cite it Right, is 
available on the UL library website:  
http://www3.ul.ie/~library/pdf/citeitright.pdf 
 
All of your written work should be proofread to a very high standard: it is worth 
noting any regular typos or mistakes you make. The English language, its 
standards and conventions, is your major ‘stock-in-trade’ and so it is your 
responsibility to be sensitive to its use in different written and spoken contexts. 
Academic writing is a genre that can be ‘learned’ to an extent, so read well and 
read critically – this includes your own work and the work of others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www3.ul.ie/~library/pdf/citeitright.pdf
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Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is: copying someone else’s work (whether or not in the public 
domain), or commissioning another person to write something on your behalf 
and passing it off as your own. Equally so is inappropriately resubmitting one’s 
own already graded work and passing it off as original. If you use other people’s 
ideas and words they have to be acknowledged through proper citation and 
referencing (see above). Plagiarism is considered academic cheating which is an 
extremely serious offence under the University Code of Conduct. Please consult 
the student handbook for more details on how to avoid plagiarism 
(http://www2.ul.ie/pdf/794812357.pdf). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www2.ul.ie/pdf/794812357.pdf
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Guidelines for Professional Conduct in Teaching Practice and 
Observation 

 
As part of the teaching practice elective, you will have the opportunity to 
observe experienced teachers facilitating language classes. We encourage you to 
make the best possible use of this aspect of the module, and will give you 
structured tasks to help you to do this. Please be aware that you are there to 
observe respectfully and unobtrusively.  
 
Students engaging in teaching practice should be aware that they are taking on a 
professional role and they are asked to adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

 Appropriate dress; 
 
 Appropriate professional behaviour with respect to the students and 

staff; 
 

 Punctuality in starting and concluding the lesson; 
 

 Absence: if absence is unavoidable, students should contact their team 
teacher, the lecturer scheduled to supervise their class and the TP 
coordinator. Ideally, the class should be covered by the team teacher; 

 
 Attendance at teaching practice preparation session: This is an essential 

element of the teaching practice module; 
 

 Fulfilment of all TP procedures and requirements as specified in this 
handbook and the TP handbook, in particular to engage in thorough 
lesson planning which involves making sure to attend TP5921/TP5912 
planning sessions. These sessions are designed to address practical 
pedagogical issues and are an ideal opportunities to make time and space 
for teaching teams to co-ordinate and support each other’s planning and 
teaching.  
 

 You are expected to bring a copy of your lesson plan to give to your 
supervisor before the lesson. 
 

More detail is provided in the Teaching Practice Handbook issued to those taking 
TP5921 and/or TP5912 
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Support Structures for MA students 
 
Postgraduate Students’ Association (PSA) 
 
As a postgraduate student of UL you are automatically a member of the PSA, one 
of only two representative organisations specifically catering for postgrads in 
the country. While UL Students’ Union (ULSU) is responsible for matters such as 
campaigns that affect the entire student population; the PSA looks after 
postgrads in relation to issues that solely affect postgrads. According to the PSA 
Mission Statement it is the PSA’s duty to represent postgrads in all matters 
relating to the postgraduate experience - which includes: 
 

 Education Issues 
o Issues relating to supervision. 
o Issues relating to lecturing. 
o Issues relating to timetabling and assessment. 

 
 Welfare Issues 

o Childcare Bursaries for single parents. 
o Financial Aid Loans – the PSA administers over a fund that 

supplies a limited number of interest-free hardship loans. 
o The PSA is a resource that can direct you to the medical and 

counselling services that UL offers. 
o Free Legal Aid – the PSA provides free legal aid to postgrads and 

details are available from our website www.postgrads.ie  
o A place to come to talk to someone in confidence. 
 

 Representation  
o The PSA President sits on a multitude of committees and forums 

representing the postgrad point of view. These vary from 
Governing Authority to the Student Experience Committee. 

 
 Events  

o Wine receptions in the common room. 
o Club-nights in town. 
o Table-quizzes and pub-nights in campus bars. 
o PSA Annual Charity Ball. 
o PSA Kids parties for the children of postgrads at Halloween, 

Christmas and Easter. 
 
The PSA Common - The PSA Centre is located in the Stables Courtyard and 
contains the Presidents Office and the PSA Common Room. The Common Room 
(CR) is a hub of postgrad social activities on campus. Day to day, postgrads have 
access to free tea and coffee making facilities, the major daily newspapers, a 
microwave, fridge and toaster through the CR. It is also a venue for smaller 
events and is open from 9am until 11pm Mon-Thursday and 9am-5pm on Friday.  
 
The PSA is your organisation and it is there to serve you. Keep up to date with 
what’s happening by visiting the website regularly www.postgrads.ie and follow 

http://www.postgrads.ie/
http://www.postgrads.ie/
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us on Facebook and Twitter. Remember – if you have any issue related to the 
postgrad experience in UL – come to the PSA for help, it’s what we’re here for.  
 
Class Representatives 
 
Class Reps Council/ Forum (CRF) is made up of Class Reps. Students are elected 
to the position of Class Rep as early in the semester as possible by their 
classmates. 
 
Class Reps Council will meet in weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 & 12 @ 6pm until the 
constitution is passed. Class Reps must attend training and Council/Class Reps 
Forum and represent the opinions of his or her class.  To organise class hoodies 
and class parties visit www.ulsu.ie for the latest offers.  
 
Every Student is eligible to become a Class Rep.  Here’s how: 

1. Pick up an application form in the Students’ Union. 
2. Get ten signatures (or a majority) from people in your class. 
3. Return the form to the Students’ Union Reception by the close of 

nominations are 5pm every Wednesday weeks 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11. 
 
As an elected Class Rep, you have the use of the designated Reps Office as well as 
any support you need from Vice President Academic or Department 
Reps/Councillors in relation to issues affecting your class (i.e. lecturer 
absenteeism or the failure of a lecturer to provide a course outline to the class).  
The Role of Class Reps: 

1. Represent: - Class Reps must regularly consult their class (by email or by 
class address) when a matter is being voted upon at Council. This means 
that the Rep can represent the view of (the majority of) their class, rather 
than their own view. This is to ensure that Student Council is transparent 
and decisions reflect the view of the majority of students. 

2. Assist: – Take the opinions and concerns of your classmates on board 
and try your best to accommodate them. You’re Department Rep/ Vice 
President Academic can help you with this. 

3. Organise: – Class Reps are responsible for providing a service to their 
classmates; among these services is the organising of class parties and 
hoodies. 

 
The class reps handbook is available from the Students Union website at: 
http://issuu.com/ulsu/docs/classreps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ulsu.ie/
http://issuu.com/ulsu/docs/classreps
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1) Main University Entrance  21) Grounds/Maintenance 
Compound  

2) East Gate Entrance  22) University Arena  
3) Castletroy Park Hotel & 
Conference Centre  

23) The Sports Club  

4) Plassey Student Village  24) Kilmurry Student Village  
5) International Science Centre  25) Horticultural Unit  
6) Robert Schuman Building (S)  26) Dromroe Student Village  
7) International Business Centre  27) Boathouse  
8) Computer Science Building (CS)  28) Kemmy Business School (KBS)  
9) Silver Apples Créche  29)Tierney Centre  
10) Glucksman library & 
Information Services Building  

30) Language Building (LC)  

11) Foundation Building & 
University Concert Hall (F)  

31) The Living Bridge  

12) Engineering Research Building 
(ER)  

32) Health Sciences Buildings (HS)  

13) Main University Building  33) Irish World Academy Building  
14) Plassey House and University 
Close  

34) Medical School Building  

15) Visitors Information Centre  35) Medical School Residences  
16) Students Union, Shops, Banks, 
Bars  

36) Sports Pavillion  

17) Kathleen Lonsdale Building (L)  37) Irish Chamber Orchestra 
Building  

18) Materials and Surface Science 
Institute  

38) Cappavilla Student Village  

19) Sports Building & National 
Coaching & Training  
Centre  

39) Thomond Student Village  

20) Schrödinger Building (SR)  40) President’s House  

 
 


