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Professor Angela Chambers retired at 

the end of September. Angela joined 

UL in 1990, as Senior Lecturer in 

French, and was appointed as the 

inaugural Chair in Applied Languages 

in 2004. Angela started her research 

career with a focus on postcolonial liter-

ature but over time her main investiga-

tive focus became applied linguistics, in 

particular second language acquisition, 

with a strong emphasis on the use of ICT 

for language learning. Angelaõs exper-

tise in teaching and research in applied 

languages led to two crucial initiatives 

which have contributed significantly to 

ULõs distinctiveness: the introduction of 

the BA in Applied Languages, and An-

gelaõs establishment of the Centre for 

Applied Languages in 1997. Angela 

led the Centre extremely successfully as 

Director from that point on, and fos-

tered its growth, from an initial mem-

bership of 15 to 60 members (both fac-

ulty and external), 2 adjunct professors, 

23 postgraduate students, and a lively 

and successful engagement around 

three areas of strength; new environ-

ments for language learning, discourse 

and identity, and language policy and 

plurilingualism.  

Colleagues across the Faculty and the 

University will know Angela as the Prin-

cipal Investigator for the highly success-

ful Programme for Research in Third 

Level Institutions 4 Project (2007-2012), 

Knowledge Interfaces, with funding of 

over 2.4 Million euros, which was part 

of the Irish Social Sciences Platform 

(ISSP). Furthermore, Angelaõs own inter-

national networking and standing have 

contributed majorly to the reputation 

and standing of CALS. It brought, for 

example, UL to prominence as the 

Headquarters of the EuroCALL associa-

tion. Angela has served as president of 

the Irish Association for Applied Linguis-

tics (IRAAL) and has also been a mem-

ber of the Irish Research Council, chair-

ing the Postgraduate Scholarship Re-

view Committee from 2006-2009. In 

1998, Angela was awarded the 

Chevalier dans lõOrdre des Palmes 

Académiques by the French Govern-

ment for services to the French lan-

guage and to education. 

Angelaõs expertise, energy, imagina-

tion, and immense collegiality will be 

hugely missed by all her colleagues in 

CALS and beyond.  Fortunately for us, 

however, Angela still has a number of 

PhD supervisees and will remain in-

volved with CALS and the Faculty, who 

will be able to benefit from her judi-

cious guidance and huge experience. 
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The Centre for Irish-German Studies 
had a very busy start to 2014 with lectures, including 

one by Christopher Harvie, Prof. em. of British and Irish 

Studies at the University of Tübingen and the first 

graduation of students of the MA in Irish-German Stud-

ies (three of them with first class honours). Centre mem-

ber Dr Jerome aan de Wiel joined Myles Dungan on 

the RTE1 History Show to talk about the Home Rule 

Crisis and World War I and there was also an out-

standing reading by German writer Hans Pleschinski 

followed by a reception hosted by the German Am-

bassador in Plassey House.  

Dr Richard Kirwan, Dept of History, UL;  Dr Michael G. 

Kelly, French section, School of Languages, Literature, 

Culture and Communication; and  Dr Christiane Schön-

feld, Head of German Studies, Mary Immaculate Col-

lege have all joined the Centre as Members; Dr Joa-

chim Fischer was co-opted to the reconstituted Germa-

ny group of the Institute for International and European 

Affairs, Dublin, and Dr Gisela Holfter has been ap-

pointed an Associate Member of the Research Centre 

for German and Austrian Exile Studies, based at the Institute for Modern Languages Research, University of London. And last but not least 

is the new book by Centre member Dr Fergal Lenehan, Europe and Intellectuals - Imagining a Europe of Regions in 20th Century Germany, 

Britain and Ireland (Irish-German Studies 7). Trier: WVT 2014. 

Course director Dr Gisela Holfter with some of the students in the first cohort of the MA in Irish-

German Studies after graduation 

IRISH AID/HEA WORKSHOP 

The Politics and Public Administration 

members of the Irish Aid/HEA re-

search project on HIV/Aids and en-

hancing the delivery of public admin-

istration systems in three African 

countries organised a workshop (in 

collaboration with Psychology and 

other partner institutions) it the Uni-

versity of Dar es Salaam on 24th 

September. The workshop was enti-

tled ôStigma and its impact on the 

design and delivery of services in 

relation to HIV/AIDS'. 

Stigmatisation had been identified 

as being a major concern in respect 

of the administration of HIV preven-

tion at the workshop held the previ-

ous year in Tanzania.  Taking the 

form of a knowledge exchange fo-

rum, project partners shared findings 

of their research, together with receiving input from the poli-

cy and public administration community.  Presentations were 

given by  Dr. Aisling O'Donnell (Psychology Dept.) 'The psy-

chology of stigma & HIV/AIDS'; Dr. Subilaga K. Kaganda 

(TACAIDS) 'HIV/AIDS related stigma & discrimination'; with 

further presentations by both the PhD project partners in 

South Africa, Vuyiseka Dubula and Tamaryn Nicholson.  This 

was followed by a reception where Prof. Tom Lodge pre-

sented books on behalf of the project to Tanzanian project 

partners. 

Prof. Tom Lodge presenting books to Tanzania partners PhD Hadija Mwendah,  

Dr Ernest Mallya and Prof. Bakari. 
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 LIMERICKSOUNDSCAPES CONFERENCE 

Vice President of Research, Dr. Mary Shire, opened 

the Urban Soundscapes and Critical Citizenship con-

ference at the end of March in the Irish World Acade-

my.  

Participants explored a wide range of social, cultural, and 

artistic engagements in urban settings through interrogating 

the relationship between sound practices and critical and 

participatory citizenship. Run by the LimerickSoundsapes 

interdisciplinary research cluster, featuring Dr. Aileen Dillane 

and Dr. Orfhlaith Ní Bhriain (Irish World Academy), Dr. Mar-

tin Power and Dr. Eoin Devereux (Sociology), Dr. Mikael 

Fernström (CSIS) and Dr. Tony Langlois (Media, MIC), the 

three-day conference comprised a number of different 

events which were strongly supported by international guests 
and faculty and students of UL and MIC. Paper presenta-

tions were drawn from across the UK, Europe, and North 

America, and there were four keynote addresses; Dr. Ursula 

Hemetek (Ethnomusicology, University for Music and Per-

forming Arts, Vienna), Dr. Giacomo Bottà (Urban Studies, 

University of Helsinki), Milena Droumova (Sound Studies, Si-

mon Fraser University) and Peter Cusack (Acoustic Ecology, 

CRiSAP).  There was also a sound art installation featuring 

short audio compositions, a soundscapes concert especially 

curated for the conference, and a further live performance 

of local and international electroacoustic music. Many dele-

gates participated in a guided soundwalk of Limerick. The 

conference organisers are now putting together a special 

journal edition and the associated sound installation will be 

housed downtown over the summer.  

For updates and further information on this and on the Lim-

erickSoundscapes project in general, see 

www.limericksoundscapes.ie and 

www.soundandsociety2014.wordpress.com. 

Milena Droumova (Simon Fraser University, Canada) encourages some 

delegates to sit amidst the sound array/speakers in order to fully 

appreciate the featured soundscapes composition. 

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY IRELAND: PROCESS AND DISSEMINATION SYMPOSIUM 

An international, interdisciplinary 

symposium funded by the Irish Re-

search Council (New Foundations), 

�¶�(�G�L�W�L�Q�J�� �(�L�J�K�W�H�H�Q�W�K-�&�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�·��
took place in May 2014. The symposi-

um featured invited contributions from ac-

ademic researchers involved in the produc-

tion and publication of scholarly and pop-

ular editions of eighteenth-century Irish 

poetry, fiction, and non-fiction. Organised 

by Dr. Christina Morin (PI) and Dr. Michael 

J. Griffin, in conjunction with the UL/Mary I 

Eighteenth-Century Research Group 

(www3.ul.ie/ecrg), the symposium aimed 

to explore the practice of editing eight-

eenth-century Irish texts in English for twen-

ty-first century readers, academic and non

-academic; foster a network of internation-

al scholars, publishers, and industry spe-

cialists involved in this work; lay the 

groundwork for future funding bids to sup-

port continued collaboration. Highlights of 

the symposium included plenary lectures 

from Ian Campbell Ross (Professor Emeri-

tus, Trinity College Dublin), Andrew Car-

penter (Professor Emeritus, University Col-

lege Dublin), and Lucy Collins (University 

College Dublin). The symposium concluded 

with a wine reception to mark the publica-

tion of The Irish Poet and the Natural 

World: An Anthology of Verse in English 

from the Tudors to the Romantics, ed. An-

drew Carpenter and Lucy Collins (Cork 

University Press, 2014). 
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Dr. Orfhlaith Ní Bhriain, Dr. Eric Leonardson (WFAE - World Forum for 

Acoustic Ecology), Eamonn Costello and Svend Kjeldsen (doctoral students, UL) 

listen to the keynote address by Dr. Ursula Hemetek, Vienna.�� 


