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With the River Shannon as a unifying focal point, UL is situated on a
state-of-the-art, 133-hectare campus. Our unrivalled recrea onal, cultural and spor ng facili es further enhance the UL experience and
make the university environment among the very best there is anywhere in the world. UL is an easy-to-navigate campus, located ﬁve kilometres from Limerick city and 20 kilometres from Shannon Interna onal Airport.

BA Criminal Jus ce
Why study Criminal Justice at UL?
The BA (Criminal Jus ce) is administered by the School of Law which boasts considerable experse in the criminal jus ce area. The Centre for Crime Jus ce and Vic m Studies is a na onal centre of excellence for criminal jus ce research. Students of criminal jus ce in the University of Limerick will thus be taught by experts in the area who have published widely both na onally and
interna onally on criminal jus ce topics. The exper se of these staﬀ is complemented by the ﬁrst
class creden als of the teaching faculty from the other disciplines which contribute to the programme (i.e. Sociology, Poli cs, Public Administra on, Psychology and Management).
As a result of its strong research proﬁle in criminal jus ce areas, the School of Law has developed
important links with key criminal jus ce stakeholders. The School of Law provides accredita on
and quality assurance for the na onal garda training programme (BA in Applied Policing) in Templemore. Researchers from the Centre for Crime Jus ce and Vic m Studies have also been involved in research with the Inspector of Prisons, the Prison Service and the Department of Jusce. These links ensure that the School of Law is always at the cu1ng edge of developments in
the criminal jus ce system.
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What you will study
The BA (Criminal Jus ce) is a four-year degree programme. In
each semester, students will study a combina on of modules
from Law, Sociology, Poli cs and Public Administra on. An exposure to each of these disciplines is essen al if students are to
develop a comprehensive understanding of the criminal jus ce
system and how it reacts to and regulates the society within
which it operates. To further enhance students' learning, they
will study some Psychology modules which will aid them in understanding human behaviour. This is important to help students
beEer understand not only the mo va ons of those who commit crime but also the behaviours of other actors in the criminal
jus ce system such as police, judges and juries.
Modules in Management also provide students with key skills
which are essen al for future administra ve roles within the
criminal jus ce sector.

A key learning experience within the programme is the eightmonth co-opera ve work placement which students undertake
at the end of their second year of study. This aﬀords students a
unique and invaluable opportunity to gain prac cal experience
working in social impact and community work placements. These placements allow students to put their learning to prac cal
use and to build networks with poten al future employers. It is
also possible to spend some of this work placement period
abroad.
In their ﬁnal year of studies, students will complete a ﬁnal year
project under the supervision of one of the members of faculty.
This gives students an opportunity to work independently on a
topic which is of par cular personal interest to them under the
supervision of an expert in that speciﬁc area.

Programme structure *
Autumn Semester

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

Spring Semester

LA4001 Legal System and Method

LA4032 Criminal Procedure

LA4211 Criminal Law 1

LA4222 Criminal Law 2

SO4001 Intro to Sociology I

SO4032 Intro to Sociology II

PA4021 Ideas & Concepts in Public Administra on

PA4011 Civil & Public Service

PO4011 Introduc on to Government & Poli cs

PO4022 Modern European Poli cal Thought

LA4430 Cons tu onal Law 1

LA4440 Cons tu onal Law 2

LA4068 Crime and Criminal Jus ce

LA4042 Administra ve Law

SO4073 Classic Sociological Theory

SO4036 Contemporary Sociological Theory

PA4012 Para-governmental Organisa ons

PM022 Principles of Organisa onal Behaviour

PO4013 Government and Poli cs of Ireland

PO401 Government and Poli cs of the EU
LA4040 Law of Evidence
LA4058 Human Rights

YEAR 3

Co-opera ve Work Placement

SO4078 Inequality and Social Exclusion
SO4006 Sociology of Crime Deviance and Social Control
PA 4018 Public Policy Processes

LA4021 Child Law
LA4017 Advanced Lawyering 1 (Alterna ve Dispute
Resolu on)

YEAR 4

LA4013 Media Law
MG4045 Change Management
PS4031 Psychology and Everyday Life

* Programme structure may be subject to change.

LA4002 Jurisprudence
LA4046 Law and Psychology
LA4088 Final Year Project
PA4038 Public Administra on in Democra c States
PS4032 Psychology and Social Issues

Career opportunities

FURTHER DETAILS

The BA (Criminal Jus ce) prepares students for a wide variety of careers within the criminal jus ce sector and elsewhere. Students may opt for careers in policing, the security
industry, courts administra on or the prison service, as well as within organisa ons which
work in the preven on of crime and/or the support of vic ms and communi es aﬀected
by criminal ac vity. Students may also decide to embark on careers in related areas such
as the civil service, research or journalism.

Web:
www3.ul.ie/courses/
CoursesAHSS.shtml

Follow on study

Course Director:
Dr Susan Leahy

Students who complete the BA (Criminal Jus ce) have a variety of op ons for postgraduate study and professional educa on courses both within the University of Limerick and
beyond. For example, students may opt to complete the MA in Criminal Jus ce and Human
Rights oﬀered by the School of Law. Alterna vely, students may decide to pursue careers
in the legal profession or policing and pursue professional educa on and training for acceptance into these professions.

Phone:
+353 61 202344

Email:
Susan.Leahy@ul.ie

Entry requirements
Applicants are required to hold at the me of enrolment the Leaving Cer ﬁcate (or an approved equivalent) with at least grade C3
in two higher level subjects and grade D3 in four ordinary or higher level subjects including Mathema cs, Irish or another language, and English.
For certain elec ves, addi onal special qualiﬁca ons speciﬁc to individual subjects or disciplines may be determined by the respec ve departments in accordance with Academic Council regula ons.
We welcome applica ons from Mature Students.
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