
Environmental Meeting: Minutes meeting 30 April 2008 
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Nancy Serrano Jnr. Joined the meeting to discuss the Green Guide for UL. 
 
Minutes: 
 
Accepted, no changes. 
 
Matters arising: 
 
President confirmed the list of new members. 
 
Colin met the Procurement Officer.  The Procurement Officer was anxious to ensure that 
members of the Environmental Committee (user groups) interacting with his office would be 
coming with an expert background in the particular area under discussion so as to maximise 
their input.    
 



A submission was to be made to the EPA relating to the cleaner, greener production 
programme funding possibilities and Colin will try to establish what has happened. 
 
Caoilfhionn has submitted the order for signage (‘time to walk’ project). Colin will ensure that 
required paperwork procedures are followed (in all instances, involving the Committee) – so 
that payment is not delayed. 
 
Uganda School Project: Richie reported that everything is in place, with the exception of 
finalising accommodation.  €12 000 had been raised, and €13 000 (approx) of self funding for 
transport, leaving ca €10 000 in the bank. There was a grant of some €20 000 from Ireland 
Aid, and €5 000 from the SIF fund and from Electric Aid = in total €55 000 for the project.  The 
president had designated the exercise as an official UL one, thus ensuring insurance cover. 
Ireland Aid had required assurance that the project (in Uganda) was open to all.   
 
Calendar: deferred due to Dermot’s absence. 
 
Corporate Social Responsibility: deferred due to Peadar’s absence. 
 
Food on campus: this will be dealt with during the interaction with the Procurement Office 
(had been raised by Jennifer). 
 
Partnership: had met twice and terms of reference being worked out. 
 
 
Sustainable Development Exhibition: 
 
Patricia M (Arts Officer) is leading the project of hanging sustainable development images in 
all teaching spaces.  The message should be conveyed by the image and not by words.  It is 
anticipated that most images would be posters or prints (to be framed) in order to keep costs 
down but that some commissions might be necessary. Colin will speak to Patricia regarding 
commissioning images from her graphic artist contacts.  Internal images (Dave Lilburn/Eoin 
Stephenson) may also be available.  Richie will ensure that there are suitable images from 
the Uganda project to convey a sense of the challenges and the achievements of the project 
there.  It was agreed that the images should be broadly based – subject and geographically.  
Colin suggested that a blog could also be used for the Uganda project developments.  
Muireann and her colleagues might also be possible sources; Ann reported on the approach 
used by the Medical School in developing a logo. Colin will ask Patricia M to contact the 
College of Art and Design with a view to perhaps staging a small competition with a view to 
gathering some suitable images.  Patricia M will set up a small team. 
 
UL Green Guide: 
 
Nancy Serrano Junior will lead a project to produce a UL Green Guide (fold out map style). 
This will include campus specific information (usage – water, energy, etc.; transport links, 
recycling, etc.).  The information should be available on the Buildings website. Distribution to 
residences and surrounding housing estate (Elm Park) was discussed as well as having 
laminated copies (of both sides) hung in public places throughout the campus.  At least a 
portion of the material should be published in Gaeilge to ensure that members of the campus 
community from the Gaeltachtaí are acknowledged.  Nancy will see what is involved.  Patricia 
C will write to Aoife Breen, Communications Officer of ULSU (incoming) to ask if an Focal 
could include a regular environmental section.  Brian will help with providing a suitable 
campus map for the venture.  It will be available for the next academic year intake.  Patricia 
OF will contact the Director of Student Affairs to investigate the possibility of including a copy 
in each orientation pack.   
 
Library: 
 
There was animated discussion on the desirability of having books (on the environment) 
displayed at the entrance to the Library – and being available on loan asap – so as to nurture 



interest in the subject, broadly. This will be discussed more fully at the next meeting, when 
Angus can be present. 
 
Farmers’ market: 
 
The Farmers Market subgroup had a meeting with 4 stallholders. The market will be held from 
next academic year on Tuesdays 12.30-17.30. Products will include meat, vegetables and 
bread. It is hoped to extend the range on offer. The stallholders are obliged to have public 
liability cover up to €6.5 mi and to meet HSE and Health and Safety standards.   
 
Carpooling: 
 
Colin will meet Robert Reidy and Robert Hutchinson to try to get compromise solution.  
Considerable discussion on best way to proceed. There is opposition to restricting the 
Lonsdale car park to car poolers. Car park 7 could be an alternative (to begin with).  This is 
heavily used by Campbell staff at present. Colin circulated a system (alternative to restricting 
one car park) – modelled on what is the practice in UCC.  There was general agreement that 
car pooling would assist those who work atypical hours (Library, Education, Health etc.). 
 
Meeting with Management agenda: 
 
Colin will initiate the process.  The agreed agenda will be: 
 

 Report/update on activities since the last meeting 

 SIF developments/road map 

 Procurement- following on from reference in Quality report 

 Carpooling 

 Farmers’ market 

 AOB 
 
AOB: 
 
Ann brought up concerns regarding dog fouling on campus, especially on the bridge. Patricia 
C will contact Pat O’Neill.  Littering is an offence under the Code of Conduct (for students); 
logically there should be a corresponding view taken of the associated behaviour of non-
student visitors to the campus. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 28th May 10am C 2050  
 

 


