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Martin Leahy  A A P A A  p p 

Brian.Considine  P A A P A p  a 

Campbell.Catering  A A a A A    

Emma Murphy  P A A A A p    

Toshko.Zhelev p P A P A P p  p 

Tom Harrington  A A A A A    

Patricia Conlan A P P A P P p p 
 

p 

J.J.Leahy  A P A A A  p p 

Ann Taylor         p 

          

Vincent.Warfield  P A A A A    

Michelle McAuley p P P P P A p p p 

Colin Fitzpatrick p P P P P P p p p 

Pat Stephens  A A A A A    

Michael Kelly         p 

Patrick McHugh p P, A A A A p   

Jennifer Schweppe         p 

Richard Hennessy         p 

Angus Mitchell p P A P P A p p p 

Caoilfhionn 
NiBheachain 

 P A P A P p a p 

Tom Newe         p 

Patricia O’Flaherty         p 

Mikael Fernstroem         p 
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Peter Tiernan         p 

Nicola Hogan         p 

Peadar Kirby         p 

 Reena Cole         a  

Michelle O’Dwyer         a 

Patricia.Moriarty         a 

          

          

          

          

          

          

1. Minutes 
 
Accepted without change. 
 
2. Matters arising 

 
JJ to contact the County Engineer regarding the bike (and bus) lane/s to run from Kilmurry to Parkway. DEFERRED AS JJ delayed.  
Other matters on the agenda. 
 
3. New members 

 
Colin welcomed the many new faces who had applied to join the Committee. After introductions, it was agreed that Colin would send the list to the President, 
for ratification.  http://www.ul.ie/envirocom was drawn to the attention of the new members.  Colin gave a brief outline of the Committee’s activities since 
established.  The website will be helpful for those interested in tracking developments. The main achievement is to have remained in existence since 1998 
and to have had some little success in raising awareness of matters environmental. The current UL management has show a positive attitude to the work of 
the Committee. 
 
Michael brought up the question of using recycled paper on campus – as is the norm in German (and Austrian) universities.  This is a subject which has been 
ventilated on many occasions; there has been resistance to the introduction because of the perceived impact on photocopiers. However, the Procurement 
Office now includes the possibility of a suitable tender to be accepted.  Michael agreed to prepare a portfolio which could form the basis for a case to be made 
during the meeting with management for this to be adopted.  Michael also suggested that cyclists should be incentivised to leave motor cars at home. Colin 
will bring up with management; the question of ‘mileage’ for cyclists was raised with management (business trips – e.g. to MIC) previously.  It could be useful 
to raise again. 

http://www.ul.ie/envirocom
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4. Time to walk 

 
Caoilfhionn reported on the current position regarding ‘time to walk’ signage; Patricia O’Flaherty and Colin agreed to help with cycle times.  Agreed targets 
were Annacotty, City Centre, Brookfield Hall, Corbally (Shannon Banks) via Lame Duck and also Grove Island. 
 
5. SIF Funding 

 
Colin reported on the SIF funding (€331,500) over three years – to be matched (by work value of Committee members).  A proposed distribution between two 
strands was given to the members and comments/suggestions of the proposed distribution and any other related matter would be welcome by Friday morning 
at the latest. The final submission has to be made on Friday. 
 
Angus’ suggestion to include a figure for ‘resources’ was agreed and Colin will reallocate €20/25,000 to this effect.  There was a general view that electronic 
resources would be efficient and that many are probably already easily available.  A more active and monitored/updated website would be an important part 
of this project.  Patricia will seek Eugene’s advice on how to proceed on this, and Tom kindly agreed to help on the technical side. Eugene is a ‘sabbatical’ 
member who maintains the website within the time he has available.  The importance of AV materials and a definitive site in the Library were all noted and 
agreed. Toshko referred to the Virtual Environments & Interactive Physical Models for Energy & Environmental Engineering Education and to the lab to be 
refurbished to deal with energy and environmental technology relating to the teaching component of the project he is involved in. 
 
There was general agreement on the inclusion of a module on sustainability throughout the suite of offerings at UL. 
 
6. Cycling Day 

 
Colin told the meeting of the competition for a bike shed, with submissions from the architectural students.  15 took part, and the 1st and 2nd prize winners 
will work on their concepts and these will be submitted to the management, at this semester’s meeting with management. 
 
There will be a bike day on 5th March and the architectural students are having a ‘bike parade’; the Environmental Committee has sponsored high visibility 
vests for distribution on the day. Cyclists (and other) members are invited to participate, and to show support.  Watch for ‘Events’ for further details. 
 
7. Uganda School Project 
 
Richard reported on the project todate and on future plans (from 31 May).  He has been on site, there is a DVD which gives a good overview, and Tim Wade 
(a retired person with a keen interest in the development of such projects) has carried out initial site visits and assessments of what has to be and what can 
be, done.  The UL students are engaging with their own communities to raise their costs. The plan is to complete what is currently a shell of a school and to 
make it fit for purpose – built and equipped.  Fr Joseph, a Ugandan priest, currently completing an MA in English (teaching), was the means whereby this 
project came to light.  Local contractors will be hired, the local wage rates and conditions will be respected, and goods (desks etc.) bought locally. There 



 4 

were some concerns about the timing (rainy season) and the cultural sensitivities – especially gender specific roles, as well as the impact of such a project 
on the local community. It is envisaged that the group involved will bring their own tents (and leave them behind) and that they will be prepared in relation to 
an understanding of local cultural sensitivities and the need to be self-sufficient in terms of placing demands on the local community and meagre 
infrastructure. 
 
There will be a fundraising event in the Castletroy Park Hotel on 11 April (Friday).  Please attend if you can. The goal is €55,000. 
 
8. Calendar 2009 

 
The importance of starting this project early was emphasised. Angus is negotiating to finalise costs for the 2008 calendar.  The 2009 theme (current 
suggestion) is ‘Transport’.  This is an annual project, with communal assistance, aided by professional graphic/artistic advice – led by one member each year.  
The funding is via ‘contributions’ sought from different sources.  Volunteers to get involved in this project would be welcome (email Colin/Patricia/Angus). 
 
Ann was concerned about the proliferation of calendars on campus and made suggested that electronic calendars are more environmentally friendly. (Many 
of these, regrettably, end up in the bin.)  As far as the Committee can judge to date, the Environmental Committee’s calendar is seen as useful for UL 
community.  Its purpose is to raise awareness – which is one of the terms of reference.  Mikael suggested the possibility of having the calendar double as a 
CO2 calculator which could help to track your carbon footprint and perhaps track CO2 savings.  
 
9. Farmers’ market 

 
Colin has spoken to Con Traas, who is involved in a similar venture in Cahir.  A survey will be carried out to try and gauge the extent of interest in such a 
project.  In general, the Committee members were enthusiastic. Could those interested in getting involved please contact Colin. Michelle mentioned 
Dromroe’s ‘environmental week’ commencing 31. March – all welcome. Any ideas on such a week would be very welcome (michelle.mcauley@ul.ie).  
Michelle will be on honeymoon during the next meeting BEST WISHES MICHELLE FROM ALL OF US! 
 
10. AOB 

 
Jennifer mentioned the difficulty of ensuring a free range choice in eating outlets and in particular drew attention to a conference she is organising, where she 
has tried to have one such option. This is something that should be brought up at the tendering process. Colin agreed that it would be on the agenda for 
meeting with management. 
 
Martin asked if any members were planning to attend the Energy Summit on 6th March? 
 
11. Next meeting  

 
Wednesday 26th March at 14.30 VENUE TO BE ARRANGED AS POD BOOKED 

mailto:michelle.mcauley@ul.ie

