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The following report contains a brief overview of the activities conducted by the UL 
Environmental Committee from July ’07 to December ’08. This represents the period 
since Tony Kay stepped down as Chair and Colin Fitzpatrick took on this role. They 
appear in no particular order. 
 
 
1) Car-pooling 
 
The Environmental Committee brokered the discussions between Buildings and 
Estates and Unite which resulted in the conversion of 28 parking spaces into car-
pooling spaces. The inclusion of all relevant stakeholders has led to a very satisfactory 
implementation of the policy and has lead to a reduction in emissions and reduced 
pressure for spaces in the car parks. The policy will be reviewed in January ’09. 
 
2) Farmers Market 
 
The UL Farmers Market commenced in September ’08 and is now both a thriving 
source of local, sustainable food and  also a significant addition to the atmosphere in 
the SU courtyard. It illustrates how the campus itself can be used to generate an 
informal learning environment. 
 
3) Education for Sustainable Development 
 
We have received €310k over 3 years from the HEA’s Strategic Innovation Fund for a 
project on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). This project seeks to 
enable UL to take steps in re-orientating towards sustainability by articulating a vision 
of the future. Essentially the university can model an innovative and sustainable way 
of life and of learning to our students and to the wider community by engaging in 
knowledge transfer through formal and informal paths. This vision complements the 
goals of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 
 
4) Paper reduction project 
 
Funded by the EPA and run in partnership  with Limerick County Council, the Local 
Authority Prevention Demonstration (LAPD) project was completed in December 
2008. The project established a baseline on how much paper we use and managed to 
reduce this by 32% (surpassing the target of 20%) saving 8 million sheets of A4 
paper, €40,000 and reducing UL’s ecological footprint by 40 global hectares.  The 
project was visited by the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government in 
March. 
 
 
 
 



5) Environmental Committee Calendar 
 
The Environmental Committee has produced a calendar (printed on recycled paper) 
for the last three years. These calendars promote more environmentally friendly work 
practices and increased environmental awareness through emphasis on the natural 
features of the campus, specifically the river and the trees. The  2009 calendar focuses  
on transport. 
 
 
6) Time to walk / Time to cycle campaign 
 
The Time to Walk / Time to Cycle campaign was launched by the UL President, Prof. 
Don Barry in November 2008. This project involves the display of signs at the 
entrances of many of the universities’ buildings informing people of how long it takes 
to walk and to cycle to various locations where many people live.  It also emphasises 
the health advantages that walking and cycling to work can bring.  
 
 
7) Environmental awareness in the student villages 
 
The management of the campus residential villages have a strong emphasis on 
promoting environmentally friendly behaviour to their resident students. The 
inaugural Environment Week was held in April ’08. Several promotional initiatives 
and prizes were awarded to the apartments with the lowest energy consumption for 
the week.  
 
8) Environmental Films 
 
Each UL Film Season now includes two films on the environment and sustainable 
development. Recent screenings have included the following: An Inconvenient Truth, 
Crude Awakenings, Black Gold, The 11th Hour and How Cuba Survived Peak Oil.  
 
 
9) Student Competitions 
 
The Environmental Committee has sponsored competitions that require students to 
examine environmental issues from the perspective of their academic discipline.  
Examples include a competition for the architecture students to design covered 
bicycle shelters for UL and communications students to devise campaigns around the 
Farmers Market and Time to Walk / Time to Cycle. 
 
10) Seminars 
 
The Committee organised a seminar series during the autumn ’08 semester. Speakers 
included: 
 Paul Cunningham - Ireland’s Burning: How Climate Change Will Affect You 
 Gavin Harte - Climate Change, Energy and our Ecological Footprint 
 Andy Wilson – Strategies for Sustainability 
 

 



 
 
11) Occasional Lectures on Sustainable Development 
 
In the Autumn ’08 semester the committee organised for Gavin Harte to give guest 
lectures on sustainable development and how it is relevant to various disciplines in a 
number of courses. These included Communications (BBS), Regional Development, 
Electronic Engineering & Health Sciences. This will be repeated in the Spring ’09 
semester. 
 
12) Partnership for Change Conference 
 
On November 14th the committee organised a bus of 25 students to attend the 
Partnership for Change conference in Cork. This was a high profile event on climate 
change and highlights included a video address by the Chair of the IPCC Rajendra 
Pachauri, and a live video conference feed from James Hansen of the NASA Goddard 
Institute. 
 
13) Interdisciplinary Module on Sustainable Development 
 
The committee has developed a module on Sustainable Development which is to be 
delivered on the new BSc Energy course which is due to commence in Autumn ’09. 
This interdisciplinary module seeks to introduce students to sustainable development 
and equip them with the knowledge, skills, values and literacy for assuming a 
responsible and informed position as ethically-minded citizens. By addressing the 
three principal strands of sustainable development – economic, environmental and 
social – the module will build awareness and coherency around questions of global 
and local connectedness and resiliency, equity and the fragility of eco-systems. 
Pedagogically, the module will enhance analytical and critical thinking skills by 
applying theory to practice and cultivate a community of learners able to develop 
community-led solutions for a sustainable future. The module fits well with UL’s 
mission to prepare students for the real challenges of tomorrow. The module will also 
be available to other courses at UL who wish to adopt it. 
 
14) SustainabUL hour reading group 
 
A reading group on Sustainability and more specifically Education for Sustainable 
Development (The SustainabUL hour) was established to open up a space on campus 
for those interested in discussion on how to advance these topics. This group meet 
each week in the Teach Fáilte in the SU courtyard and runs in tandem with the UL 
Farmers Market 
 
 
15) Uganda School Project 
 
In summer ’08 Richie Hennessey led a team of students to the remote Kabimbiri 
region of Uganda to work on a school building project. It was intended that 
involvement in the project would develop, for the students, an awareness of 
development issues, skills in fundraising, project management and humanitarian aid-
work. The building work will provide four classrooms, bathroom; modern kitchen 



with new state of the art woodburning stoves and a dining room to accommodate two 
hundred and fifty students. In addition, the project involved planting of 2,500 trees to 
raise awareness about climate change and carbon emissions. A fundraising committee 
was formed and several fundraising events were organised prior to leaving for 
Uganda, including a casino and race night in Dunboyne, Co. Meath and a University 
Variety show in Monaleen GAA Club, Limerick The Committee was also successful 
in funding applications to Irish Aid (€20k) and Electric Aid (€10k). 
 
16) Library Resources 
 
Using the funding received from the SIF the committee have established a sustainable 
development collection in the library. This collection contains 143 books and 24 
DVD’s on topics such as climate change, peak oil, food security, social capital, 
sustainable economics and many others seminal works across a broad spectrum of 
disciplines. The collection was put on special display in the library foyer in Weeks 2 
& 3 and will be added to again next year. 
 
17) UL Green Guide 
 
The Committee have had a UL Green Guide produced which is included in the 
orientation packs of all fresher’s and international students. This guide aims to make 
students aware of the campus environmental facilities, environmental issues, natural 
amenities and some community services. It includes maps of the campus and the city 
with locations of recycle points, organic outlets, bicycle shops and more. 
 
18) Partnership Environmental Task Force 
 
The Committee has two representatives on the Partnership Environmental Task Force.  
 


