
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Monthly Newsletter 
 
“Out of the Shadows” Launch 
On 13th of July, a Report detailing the 
preliminary findings of our research 
and entitled “Out of the Shadows: 
Legislating for hate crime in Ireland” 
was launched at 11am in the 
Fitzwilliam Hotel, Stephen's Green. 
The report was launched by Mark 
Kelly, Executive Director, Irish 
Council for Civil Liberties, Jennifer 
Schweppe and Amanda Haynes of the 
HHRG. Also attending were 
representatives of the NGO Working 
Group on Hate Crime whose support 
has been invaluable throughout the 
project.   
 

 
 
Pic left to right: Amanda Haynes (HHRG), 
Jennifer Schweppe (HHRG), Minister 
Aodháin Ó’ Ríordáin, Mark Kelly (ICCL). 
 
 

Speaking at the Launch, Mark Kelly 
stated that the report “concludes that 

there is an urgent need to tackle the 
problem through introduction of 
robust modern legislation that 
creates dedicated criminal offences 
and enhanced sentencing for hate-                 
motivated crime, and introduces 
better reporting and recording of 
incidents of hate crime."  
 
Under the proposed legislation, 
crimes against the person, property, 
sexual offences and public order 
offences would be regarded as hate 
crimes when motivated by  bias on a 
range of grounds, including race, 
colour, ethnicity, religion or belief, 

membership of the Traveller or Roma 

communities,  , disability, age, gender, 

gender expression, gender identity, 

sexual orientation, residence status, or 

health. 

 
The HHRG look forward to working 
with its NGO partners in the future to 
ensure that legislative change 
remains on the political agenda. The 
final report for the project will be 
published in the coming months.  
 
European Funding Award 
The HHRG was recently awarded a 
prestigious funding grant from the 
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European Union Directorate-General 
Justice under its Rights, Equality and 
Citizenship Programme. The grant 
was made to support projects to 
prevent and combat racism, 
xenophobia and other forms of 
intolerance, and the project itself 
seeks to determine best practices for 
combatting and preventing hate 
crime. Entitled “The Life Cycle of a 
Hate Crime”, the project proposes to 
examine the application of criminal 
laws and sentencing provisions for 
hate crime across 5 EU Member 
States, capturing best practice in the 
tools utilised to combat hate crime 
across Europe in relation to both the 
strategies of legal intervention and 
the implementation of these rules. By 
engaging with both actors in the 
criminal justice system and victims 
and perpetrators of hate crime, we 
will show how each participating 
State manages the prosecution of 
hate crime at key stages of the 
criminal process: (1) Proof 
Requirements and Making the 
Decision to Prosecute; (2) Court 
Procedure and Rules of Evidence; (3) 
Sentencing. 
 
The project partners include long 
term collaborators of the HHRG, the 
Irish Council for Civil Liberties and 
the University of Sussex, as well as In 
Iusticia from the Czech Republic, the 
Latvian Centre for Human Rights and 
Umeå Universitet of Sweden.  
 

IRC Monitoring Project 
The HHRG was awarded Government 
of Ireland funding in early 2015 
under the ‘New Foundations’ scheme 
to conduct research on third party 
reporting monitoring of hate crime 

with our partners European Network 
Against Racism Ireland, Gay and 
Lesbian Equality Network, Inclusion 
Ireland and Transgender Equality 
Network Ireland. We are currently 
engaged in this research and plan to 
publish the final report in Spring 
2016.  

Victims’ Rights: An Agenda for 
Change Conference 
On September 11th, Jennifer 
Schweppe and Amanda Haynes 
attended and presented at the 
‘Victims’ Rights: An Agenda for 
Change’ conference held at the 
University of Limerick. The one-day 
conference provided a forum to 
facilitate discussion about the 
requirements of Directive 
2012/29/EU, establishing minimum 
standards on the rights, support and 
protection of victims of crime which 
must be implemented into the 
national legislation of all EU states by 
the 16th of November 2015.  

New Location 
The HHRG has moved from our 
location in the Foundation Building 
of the University of Limerick to new 
offices in the CSIS building. Contact 
details for the group remain the 
same. 
 

 
 



Conference on Victim of Rights  

On September 8th, the HHRG 
attended a conference on the 
Victims' Rights Directive organised 
by the Immigrant Council of Ireland 
and hosted in the Mansion House. 
Amanda Haynes and Jennifer 
Schweppe delivered a paper 
assessing Ireland’s draft 
transposition of the Directive. They 
particularly assessed the Heads of 
Bill in the context of the 
requirements of the Directive to give 
'special consideration' to victims of 
hate crime, and highlighted 
significant shortfalls in the Heads of 
Bill. This paper was based upon a 
submission made by the HHRG to the 
Justice, Defense and Equality 
Committee. 

 
 

Presentation to ICTU on 
Disability Hate Crime 
On October 16th Amanda and Jennifer 
presented a paper to members of the 
Irish Congress of Trade Unions on 

Disability Hate Crime in Ireland. 
While in England and Wales, police 
record disablist hate crime, and any 
crime committed with a disablist 
motivation can be punished more 
severely by the court, as with hate 
crime generally, disablist hate crime 
in particular is not addressed visibly 
by the criminal justice process. Those 
who are victims of disablist hate 
crime are left 'in the shadows' of the 
criminal justice system. Fear of being 
targeted because of a disability, 
Amanda and Jennifer argued, is an 
obstacle to independent living and 
full and equitable participation in 
society.  
 

Interviews with those who have 
experienced hate crimes 
The HHRG is continuing to seek to 
speak to people who have 
experienced hate crimes across a 
range of identity groups. We can be 
contacted at hhrg@ul.ie or on 061-
213151. 

Postgraduate Research 
We welcome conversations with 
individuals who are interested in 
pursuing postgraduate or 
postdoctoral research in the area of 
hate crime. We have an excellent 
record in supporting postgraduate 
researchers to obtain full 
scholarships.  
 
INHS Conference 
The Hate and Hostility Research 
Group are delighted to announce that 
the International Network for Hate 
Studies (INHS) has chosen the 
University of Limerick as the venue 
for its 2016 biennial conference. The 
conference theme is "The Politics of 
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Hate: Community, Societal and Global 
Responses”.  

The INHS aims to provide an 
accessible forum through which 
individuals and groups can engage 
with the study of hate and hate crime 
in a manner which is both scholarly 
and accessible to all. The conference 
will be attended by academics, 
practitioners and those who work in 
civil society organisations who will 
discuss hate crime in all its 
manifestations and address the 
future development of the field of 
hate studies.  

For further details on the conference, 
please contact hhrg@ul.ie or visit the 
conference website at 
www.ul.ie/hhrg/inhs-conference. 

CONTACT US! 
If you have any news or information 
relating to the work of the HHRG that  

you would like us to mention in our 
next newsletter, please contact us on 
hhrg@ul.ie 
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