
 

      HATE CRIME LEGISLATION  

The HHRG are currently engaged in 

fieldwork to inform the development of 

the Heads of a Bill which has the aim of 

targeting hate crime as commissioned by 

the Minister for New Communities, 

Culture and Equality: Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. 

To date, we have interviewed the majority 

of the non-governmental organisations 

involved, and in the coming weeks will 

be travelling to Dublin and Cork to 

conduct more interviews, as well as 

engaging with a variety of stakeholders in 

Limerick. We are particularly grateful to 

our NGO partners who referred us to 

those individuals who had been 

personally targeted on the basis of 

hostility towards difference. We have 

excellent case studies in development in 

relation to racist and transphobic hate 

crime, and are looking forward to 

developing more in the coming months.  

We believe that including the voices of 

those most directly impacted by the 

absence of hate crime legislation in the 

country will be particularly important in 

securing both public and governmental 

support for the legislation.  Transcriptions 

of the interviews already conducted are 

currently underway. As anticipated, we 

are on target to deliver the Heads of the 

Bill to the Minister by May 2015.  

INTERNS 

Our two interns, Niamh Carnody and Shannen 

Enright, began working with us in January and have 

proven themselves indispensable! Shannen and Niamh 

are working on a number of HHRG-related projects, 

and are managing our social media accounts. Check us 

out on Facebook, or follow us on @HHRGatUL. 

Shannen and Niamh have an office in the Department 

of Sociology and will be with us until June. 

 

 

HATE CRIME WORKING GROUP MEETING 

Thank you to NASC for hosting the most recent Hate 

Crime Working Group Meeting on February 4th 2015, 

and to our NGO partners for attending. The meeting 

was well attended by members of the Working Group. 

It gave us a valuable opportunity to pause and report 

back on our work to that point. In particular we took 
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the opportunity to communicate what we have learned 

from our research regarding the practical operation of 

hate crime legislation in Northern Ireland, England 

and Wales, and Canada and to explain how these 

findings have impacted our thinking with regard to the 

provisions which would be best suited to the Irish 

context. We concluded our Report by explaining that 

we were moving into the fieldwork phase of the study 

and that it was expected that interviews with 

stakeholders in Ireland would further inform and 

potentially shift our understandings of how best to 

legislate against hate crime in this jurisdiction. 

 

IRISH RESEARCH COUNCIL AWARD  

In association with ENAR Ireland, GLEN, 

Inclusion Ireland and TENI, the HHRG 

was awarded nearly €10,000 by the Irish 

Research Council to develop a uniform 

online monitoring and recording 

instrument for hate crime. The funding is 

very welcome, providing as it does an 

opportunity to make different strands of 

information comparable as well as 

facilitating the monitoring of data across 

other commonly targeted identity groups. 

Once again, we are indebted to our NGO 

partners for their assistance in developing 

the funding application, and for their 

support of the initiative.  

 

L-R Craig Dwyer, GLEN; Jennifer Schweppe, HHRG; 

Amanda Haynes, HHRG; Shane O’Curry, ENAR 

Ireland at the awarding of the IRC research grant.   

   BRUSSELS CONFERENCE 

Amanda Haynes and Jennifer Schweppe 

attended the European Conference, “For a 

victim-centered approach to tackling hate 

crime” in Brussels on the 3rd and 4th of 

March as part of the Facing Facts 

Forward! Initiative. Facing Facts Forward! 

aims to facilitate and strengthen the 

cooperation between governments, law 

enforcement, Prosecutors, civil society 

organisations and international 

organisations to tackle hate crime. The 

conference identified practical steps and 

infrastructures that can be implemented to 

encourage anyone targeted because of 

their personal identity to report the 

incident. We look forward to reviewing 

the final recommendations emanating 

from the Conference, and applying them 

to our IRC funded project.  At the 

conference, we spoke with a number of 

European policy makers in terms of 

advancing the agenda of legislating for 

hate crime in Ireland.     



 

 

TRANSITION YEAR WORKSHOP 

As part of the President of Ireland’s 

Ethics Initiative the HHRG hosted a 

workshop for Transition Year students in 

Limerick on 24th of February entitled, 

“Ethics in Friendship and Language: 

Challenging Hostility Towards 

Difference.” As an entry requirement, 

students submitted a piece of work 

responding to the statement: “Sticks and 

stones may break my bones but words 

will never hurt me”. Successful students 

from the schools attended the workshop 

delivered by Professor Stephen Minton 

from the Sophie Lancaster Foundation, 

Craig Dwyer from GLEN and John Duffy 

from BelonGTo. The workshop was a 

great success and was enjoyed by all who 

attended. Prizes were awarded to the 

three students with winning entries.  All 

the entries will be displayed on our 

website very soon.  

 

L-R Craig Dwyer, GLEN; John Duffy, BeLonGTo; 

Niamh Carmody, HHRG; Shannen Enright, HHRG. 

TAKING RACISM SERIOUSLY: HOUSING 

The HHRG attended the launch of the Immigrant 

Council of Ireland /Dublin City Council Initiative, 

Taking Racism Seriously: Housing on Monday 9th 

March 2015. Amanda Haynes attended the 

symposium on behalf of the HHRG. This conference 

addressed the impact of racism on experiences of 

social housing. The event was launched by the CEO 

Brian Killoran. Ombudsman Peter Tyndall opened the 

discussions. The subsequent round table was informed 

by contributions from Teresa Buczkowska and Brid 

Ní Chonaill regarding people's lived experiences  of 

racism in their own neighbourhoods and by Dorian 

Leatham, CEO of Arhag Housing Association UK 

and an experienced director of local authority housing 

in that jurisdiction. The day's discussions provided 

additional insight into the realities of racist harassment 

and criminal damage in particular and the relationship 

between such manifestations of hate crime and 

inequitable housing experiences. The participation of 

AGS and DCC was especially valuable. 
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PUBLICATIONS AND OUTPUTS 

Along with Seamus Taylor from the National 

University of Ireland, Maynooth, Amanda and 

Jennifer will publish an edited collection of 

essays with Palgrave Macmillan entitled, 

“Critical Perspectives on Hate Crime: 

Contributions from the Island of Ireland”. Based 

on the Inaugural Symposium of the HHRG held 

in 2014, the collection will feature contributions 

from policy makers and academics on hate 

crime in Ireland. We expect it to be available for 

purchase in Spring 2016.  

 

CONTACT US! 

If you have any news or information relating to 

the work of the HHRG that you would like us to 

mention in our next newsletter, please contact us 

on hhrg@ul.ie.  
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